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The People's Council 

On July 7 and 8, the Second Ameri- 
can Conference for Democracy and 
Terms of Peace convened in Chicago 
and was a great success. Delegates 
came from all over the Union, a dele- 
gate from California speaking next 
to a delegate from New Jersey. 
Delaware was represented with Ne- 
braska; Indiana and Michigan sat to- 
gether. Nearly seven hundred regis- 
trations were received, of which about 
five hundred attended the conference. 

Sessions were held in the Audito- 
rium Recital Hall, which seats 450 
persons. The conference opened Sa- 
turday morning, July 7 at 10 o'clock, 
with an address by Irwin St. John 
lucker, chairman of the Chicago Con- 
ference on Democracy and Terms of 
Peace. The first day's session was de- 
voted to a discussion of the Conscrip- 
tion Law and the rights of Con- 
scientious Objectors. Speakers were 
Hon. William E. Mason, Congressman 
at large from Illinois; Frank 
Stephens, Single Taxer, of Ardjn, 
Delaware; E. C. Wentworth of Chica- 
go, and others. 

At the afternoon session Prof. Scott 
Neanng, formerly of the University of 
Toledo, presided. The discussion was 
on Taxation and Finance in War Time. 
Speakers were, William W. Clay, Prof 
Lindley M. Keasbey of the University 
of Texas, Prof. Charles F. Zueblin of 
Northwestern, and many volunteers 
from the floor. 

At the evening session Morris Hill- 
quit presided, and made an eloquent 
and thrilling speech on the subject of 
"Forces Making for Democracy in 
Europe and America." Various na- 
tionalities were represented in the dis- 
cussion; Miss Laura Hughes spoke 
for Canada, N. A. Stolar for Russia, 
Christian M. Madsen for the Scan- 
dinavian countries, Prof. F. A. Sche- 
viile of the University of Chicago for 
the Balkan states, Miss Mary O'Reilly 
for Ireland, Carl D. Thompson for the 
United States, and Caleb Harrison of 
the Socialist Labor Party ended the 
discussion by an exposition of econ- 
omic forces in the world at large. 

At the Sunday morning's meeting, 
resolutions were adopted, and plans 
for the People's Council of America 
were discussed. The Constituent As- 
sembly of this organization is to meet 
in Minneapolis on September 1st. 
Every organization in the United 
States, with membership from '60 to 
1,000, is entitled to send one delegate. 
Tn* Socialist Party J® represented on 

' -i-^M^Wir, , Ad</tpn Geraier, ~~ frwin ! 
Tucker, and Algernon Lee being on the I 
national organizing committee; Sey- 1 
mour Stedman and Robert H. Howe ! 
are delegates from the Cook County 
Socialist party; and many locals and 
county branches have elected dele- 
gates. 

The plan is to secure delegates 
from all labor unions, scientific so- 
cieties, fraternal orders, and public 
organizations of all kinds, in order to 
secure a fair representation of the 
popular will. This Constituent As- 
sembly will draw up plans for perma- 
nent organization of the People's 
Council for the time of the war. 

The sole object and purpose of this 
organization is stated to be the pre- 
servation of Democracy' during the 
war and the securing of ample public 
discussion of- the terms of pgace. 

On Sunday afternoon a great mass 
meeting was held in the Riverview 
Park base ball amphitheater in Chi- 
cago. The location of this meeting 
had been changed several times 
owing to considerable opposition from 
financial interests. The Riverview 
Park grounds seat some five thousand 
persons, and although in the open air, 
the acoustics are nearly perfect. 
Speakers were Irwin Tucker, who 
presided, Prof. Lindley M. Keasfyy, 
Miss Laura Hughes, Congressman 
William E. Mason, James H. Maurer, 
and Seymour Stedman. The resolu- 
tions adopted at the morning session 
were passed by a unanimous vote 
amid great cheering. 

Branches of the People's Council 
have been organized in Milwaukee — 
where a great mass meeting was held 
on the night of July 9 — in Cincinnati, 
in St. Louis, in Peoria, and in many 
other cities throughout the Middle 
West. The movement, say the national 
organizers, is spreading like wildfire. 
Its system of organization appeals to 
the minds of many as being the best 
suited to this present crisis, and the 
fact that so many prominent so- 
cialists are represented on the organ- 
ization committee is evidence that 
Socialists may join it without com- 
promise of party principles. 

The headquarters of the organiza- 
tion are at 2 West Thirteenth Street, 
New York City. Louis P. Lochner is 
executive secretary. 
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Socialist Party Sends Committee To Washington 
To Confer With Postal Officials On Press Problem 



IN AN effort to reach a definite interpretation of the Espionage Act, 
adopted by congress, June 15, 1917, and its application to the Socialist, 
trade union and radical press, the national executive committee of the 
Socialist Party has decided to send a committee of attorneys to Washing- 
ton, D. C., to take the matter up with the postoffice officials at the national 
capitol. 

That this is entirely satisfactory to the Washington authorities is 
indicated by a telegram received from our Washington representative as 
follows. 

''DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE OFFICIALS DESIRE CONFER- 
ENCE THIS WEEK WITH SOCIALIST PARTY COMMITTEE; HILL- 
QUIT, DARROW, STEDMAN, WALSH, REGARDING ENFORCE- 
MENT OF ACT, JUNE 15th. MUTUALLY AGREED TO WITHHOLD 
STATEMENT DEPARTMENT'S POSITION PENDING CONFER- 
ENCE." 

The situation confronting the Socialist, trade union and radical press 
as a result of the interpretation of the act of congress, June 15th, was the 
most important matter to come before the party national executive com- 
mittee at its meeting in Chicago, July 6-7. 

Clarence Darrow, the well known labor lawyer, and Seymour Stedman, 
one of the most prominent lawyers in the Socialist Party, attended the 
meeting of the national executive committee; Morris Hillquit, the distin- 
guished Socialist and labor attorney of New York City, being a member 
of the committee. 

They agreed that the law could be differently interpreted and felt 
that the best way to reach some definite decision was to go to Washington 
to confer with the authorities there. 

It was agreed that Darrow, Stedman and Hillquit, with Frank P. 
Walsh, of Kansas City, Mo., chairman of the United States Commission on 
Industrial Relations appointed by President Wilson, should make up the 
committee. 

The committee plans to see Postmaster General Burleson and too.-^ 
with him on the general status of the Socialist, trade union and r;ur - J 
press during the war, irrespective of the provisions of the act of June ' . 
It is also felt that it will be possible to secure a conference with Pres 
Wilson. 

Editors and business managers of many of the Socialist papers i* 
had already been held up were present at the executive committee met t ry- 
and detailed statements were submitted in writing, outlining their ;* 
periences. _ r _ _ ^ ^ ^ _ , ^ 

cago; Socialist News, Cleveland; Michigan Socialist, Detroit; St. L* ii 
Labor and Social Revolution, St. Louis, Mo.; International Socialist Rev c-vv , 
Chicago, and The Rebel, Halletsville, Texas. 

These statements were turned over to Morris Hillquit who will fr .tr 
them into a general statement in order to be the better able to present ib <, 
matter to the post office authorities at Washington. 

This issue of THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST is the result of a sin. ri 
effort on the part of the editor to comply with the law; basing his jv 
ment on the advice he has so far been able to get. 

Many of our readers, because of the announcement that the issue * 
June 30th had been held up, are of the belief that the paper has b : 
completely suppressed. 

For the benefit of these readers and to correct this misunderstanding 
we wish to repeat part of the statement that appeared in last week's issue 
as follows. v y 

"OUR PAPER WILL BE PUBLISHED REGULARLY. EVERY EF- 
FORT WILL BE MADE TO COMPLY WITH THE LAW AND AT THE 
SAME TIME ISSUE A PUBLICATION THAT WILL BE A CREDIT TO 
THE SOCIALIST MOVEMENT. THERE SHOULD BE NO LET UP IN 
GETTING SUBSCRIPTIONS. WE MUST CONTINUE TO RELY ENTIRE- 
LY ON YOUR EFFORTS IN INCREASING OUR ARMY OF READERS, 
NOW AS ALWAYS." 

Additional information as to just what the post office department 
considers unmailable is contained in a statement received from the man- 
ager of Das Rationale Leben (Rational Living), a Yiddish monthly, that, 
"the solicitor for the post office department has declared our June issue 
as non-mailable on account of an article addressed to conscientious ob- 
jectors against this war." 

THE fate of other publications is given in a Washington, July 7th, dis- 
patch to Tue Chicago Journal as follows: 

The mails have been barred to numerous publications for /op- 
position to the war since the espionage act was approved June 15, 
it was learned today. The latest stop order was issued against 
the Appeal to Reason, socialist weekly, of Girard, Kansas. 

Among other publications one or more issues of which have 
been barred by the postoffice department, are Tom Watson's 
Jeffersonian, Georgia, and the Four Lights, organ of the woman's 
peace party of New York. 

Almost dflly since June 15, according to an official of the de- 
partment today, some anti-war, socialist or pacifist publication 
has been barred. 

The penalties in the espionage act have not yet been invoked 
in any" case, but it is reported that Postmaster General Burleson, 
Solicitor Lamar and Provost Marshal Gen. Crowder have decided 
upon more stringent action in the future. The maximum penalty 
is $10,000 fine, or twenty years' imprisonment, or both. 

We have just received a copy of the July 7th issue of The People's 
Press of Philadelphia, Pa. All of the columns are blank except for the 
usual advertising while the first page contains a statement that the June 
30th issue is being held by the post office. 

A later Washington dispatch appearing in the Chicago Examiner 
states that: 

"Washington, July 9. — Objectionable numbers of a score of radical 
periodicals have been suppressed by the government since the beginning 



of the war thru powers conferred on the postoffice department in the 
espionage bill, signed by the President June 15. 

"Among the publications affected the best known are The Masses, 
edited by IVJax Eastman; The American Socialist, owned by the Socialist 
party; and The Appeal to Reason, published at Girard, Kansas. 

"Meyer London, representative of the Socialist party in Congress, is 
to ask unanimous consent for a twenty-minute address on the suppression 
of newspapers". He will then introduce a resolution calling on Postmaster 
General Burleson" for information regarding the suppressions." 



An Investigation Is Asked 

Washington, D. C, July 10.— A sweeping investigation of the post- 
office department's activities in suppressing newspapers and periodicals 
by excluding them from the mails under the censorship authority con- 
tained in the espionage law, approved June 15, was demanded in a resolu- 
tion introduced in the House today by Representative London, of New York. 

The resolution calls particularly for the name of every newspaper, 
periodical, book, circular, print, or publication excluded from the mails 
under the operation of the department's censorship, and demands the 
reasons assigned by Postmaster General Burleson for such exclusion. It 
also asks for the instructions issued by the Postmaster General to local 
postmasters for the enforcement of the censorship provisions, as well as 
the correspondence relative thereto between the postoffice department 
and other departments of the government. 

The resolution is directed against the action of the post office depart- 
ment in withholding from the mails the following Socialist publications: 
The American Socialist, Chicago; The Michigan Socialist, Detroit; The 
Socialist News, Cleveland; St. Louis Labor, St. Louis; The Social Revol- 
ution, St. Louis; The Appeal to Reason, Girard, Kansas; The Rebel, Hal- 
lettsville, Texas; The People's Press, Philadelphia; The Masses, New York; 
and The International Socialist Review, Chicago. All of these papers have 
jfojeen denied the privilege of the mails by Postmaster General Burleson, 
Ihe department's assigned reason being that they are in violation of the 
p. lage law. 

1 i he text of Representative London's resolution follows: 
[ ' Resolved, by the House of Representatives, that the postmaster 
Iff 'ifi-.ii the House with the following information: 

* Has any print, newspaper, circular, periodical or other publication 
enied the privileges of the mails jn the enforcement of the espionage" 
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* have been so denied the privileges of the mails, the name or names 

* print, circular, book, publication, periodical, or newspaper, and the 

* dates when the privileges of the mails were denied to such 
tions. 

as any reason been assigned to the publisher or publishers;, writer 
irs, or any of the said publications at the time the privileges of the 
ere denied, and if any such reason has been assigned, information 
a >. e reason or reasons so assigned. 

is any instruction or have any instructions been issued by the 
;v^/.i .. ter general or the postoffice department to local postmasters 
ffu'V. to the enforcement of the espionage law? What arc these in- 
ductions if any such have bewi issued? 

"The correspondence between the postoffice department and other de- 
partments of the government relative t<3 the enforcement of the espionage 
law, the disclosure of which correspondence is not incompatible with the 
public interest." 

The resolution was referred to House Committee on Postoft .-fees and 
Tost Roads. It is expected that the committee will give an opportunity for 
hearings at which the editors of the victimized newspapers will tell the 
story of their contest with Postmaster General Burleson for the liberty 
of the press. 

"It has surely never been contemplated by congress that every post- 
master and every assistant district attorney should constitute himself a, 
regulator of speech and a censor of the press," said Representative London, 
regarding his resolution for an investigation of the postoffice department's 
activities in suppressing newspapers and periodicals under the censorship 
authority contained in the espionage law, approved June 15. "The man 
has not yet been born upon whom the American people are ready to confer 
the power of determining what people shall think and what they shall sajs*> 
The guarantees of freedom of speech and freedom of the press cannot Jbe ' 
suspended. Not only are these guarantees contained in the eonh'tiii^fo 
but these rights are inseparable from civilized life. 

"In two speeches during the discussion of the espionage bill I pointed 
out the danger of restrictions upon the press contained in sections other 
thait that famous section 4, in the defeat of which the papers took so 
much pride. 

"A country at war has a right and owes a duty to itself to keep away 
from the enemy all information as to the movements or contemplated 
movements of its armies and navies. 

"The right to disagree with the administration as to policies cannot 
be surrendered by the people. 

"The attempt to suppress by law all expressions, of <|isap,P rov a' of 
the policies or methods of the government would result m a .tyranny 
which no civilized nation can endure. 

"In every European country more than one cabinet has been changed 
since the beginning of the war. 

"Just think of having a Socialist newspaper censored by some un- 
informed postmaster, who may be quite an expert in his line, but to whom 
the word 'Socialism' carries the same menace which the words 'Republic' 
or 'Democracy' carried to the tories of old. 

"The attempted suppression of nearly a dozen Socialist papers should 
be an awful warning to the press and to the people of America that the 
effort of officials to create a censorship of opinion should be immediately 
frustrated by the people. 

"I want congress and the country to know the facts." 



(FROM THE NEW YORK- CALL) 

Socialists Will Get 

Hearing On Gag Protest 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE OFFI- 
CIALS AGREE TO LISTEN TO 
PARTY PR ESS CO MMITTEE. 

_ Washington, July 7.— Department of 
justice officials in charge of the act 
approved June 15, 1917, commonly 
known as the espionage law, express- 
ed a willingness today in an interview 
j with Julian Pierce, Socialist national 
committeeman, to hold a conference 
wth a committee of the Socialist par- 
ty to discuss those provisions of the 
! law which have been the basis of the 
i recent indictments of Socialists by fed- 
i eral grand juries for alleged anti- 
j conscription and related activities, as 
! well as the authority for the post-office 
department's action in withholding So- 
cialist papers from the United States 
mails. 

The conference will be held some 
time during the coming week at the 
department of justice in this city. 
National Committeeman Pierce sug- 
gested that the officials receive Meyer 
London, Socialist representative from 
New York, and the committee appoint- 
ed by the national executive com- 
mittee to take up the matter of the 
exclusion from the mails of numerous 
Socialist papers by the postoffice de- 
j partment. This committee consists of 
, Morris Hillquit of New York, Clarence 
I Darrow and Seymour Stedman of Chi- 
' cago and Frank P. Walsh of Kansas 
City. 

"Most of the trouble between the So- 
cialists and the department of justice 
and the postoffice department," said 
Pierce in an interview for The Call, 
"has been caused by Section 3 of Title 
1 of the act approved June 15. This 
section declares that whoever, when 
j the United States is at war, shall wil- 
j fully cause or attempt to cause in- 
j subordination, disloyalty, mutiny or 
refusal of duty in the military or naval 
I forces- of the United States, or shall 
! wilfully obstruct the recruiting or en- 
listment service of the United States 
to the injury of the service of the 
United States, shall be punished by 
a fine of not more than $10,000, or 
punishment for not more than 20 
years, or both. 

"The censorship chapter provides 
that any matter in violation of any 
provision of the act shall be non- 
mailable. The most of the papers- 
withheld from the mails by the post- 
office department have been withheld 
because of matter alleged to be in vio- 
lation of some, one or more of the 
Swapping provisions of section 3. 
1 "Believing that Socialists in general, 
\and 'Socialist editors in particular, 
were unfamiliar with the stringent 
provisions of the act, as well ( as its 
drastic penalties, I .took the matter 
up with the officials of the de$&rtnj^ii£ ; 
or justice some days ago. , 

"I told the department HM"'^>t^ r 
public interest it would be * gjs^'j>oJ* 
icy for the departmen1^fcV<$!f ■ --^^ 
certain typical pa's 
sored papers whti? 
deemed' to^ be ins 
I said I was 
the Socialist pfctt|j$§ 
violate Ihe la>T\%if 
of the -Socialiik^3#feS:_ ... 
their papers .,^><$igftj^ 
law just as Jgjfe 5 ?!* '* 1 
interpreted.'?^' *" 
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Views oY the best 'l#f8$T 
$^&$\$totejfe#ist party. '*if$i 
* v^o.Jh "F 493pitg&cl* the officiaTsV^^j.^ 
to withhold t^e* statement boMg pre- 
pared for me m jfnswer to my>*request;, 
untirthe national committee appointed 
on suppression- of the press conferred 
with tWn^Jf^tfSs was . agreed to as 
.desirabta ''i^f^^r" 

"Tfte mp*mm& o£ty^V,©fficiaIs£ 
VdncJuded Pierce, 'impressed me a& 
being ^lH^^to ; r^»cfi a mutual under- 
standingisiirilft tip Socialists relatice*to 
the law. Authorized to enforce a new 
statute with such sweeping provisions, 
they manifested a desire to confer 
with the legal representatives of the 
party regarding the proper interpre- 1 
tations to be placed upon these sec- 
tions which have caused the Socialists 
the mbst trouble. 

"It is confidently expected that by 
the end of the week the government 
will definitely declare its policy* and it 
is expected that its rigors in the direc- 
tion of the repression of freedom of 
speech and liberty of the press will be 
materially lessened." 





! nt; 
v,iisi 
i*ea& 



Jeppe Borgbjerg, editor of the 
Copenhagen Social Demokraten, has 
taken the place of T. Stauning, So- 
cialist minister without portfolio in 
the Danish cabinet, on the Scandinavi- 
an-Dutch Socialist committee. This 
will put an end to the parliamentary 
disagreements here arising from 
Stauning's participation in the recent 
Socialist conference at Stockholm. 



Vorwaerts, the German Socialist 
organ, calls out warningly to the gov- 
ernment: "Let none be blind to the 
fact that at this time a certain unrest 
is spreading thruout the nation." 
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The Wrangle Over Coal 

By GILSON GARDNER. 

Washington, D. C. — Government 
control or private control — which 
shall it be? This is the question in- 
volved in the wrangle over coal. 

Shall the government have power to 
name a reasonable price on fuel and to 
control its distribution, or shall this 
be left to speculators? 

President Wilson thinks it time to 
call a halt on speculation in this ne- 
cessity. He favors the plan for con- 
trol worked out by the federal trade 
commission. Secretary of War Baker 
agrees with him, as do Secretary of 
the Navy Daniels and Attorney Gen- 
eral Gregory. 

Opposed to the president are Frank- 
lin K. Lane, secretary of the interior, 
and the big coal operators who make 
up the coal committee of the advisory 
council of national defense. This is 
the committee headed by F. S. Pea- 
body. 

Railroad Bankers With Opposition. 

Added to this opposition is a group 
of powerful railroad bankers, headed 
by what is known as the "steel trust 
crowd," who control the railroad facil- 
ities, including coal cars needed to 
carry on the coal industry. 

These^ patriots are not averse to tak- 
ing a famine price for coal, even if 
they have to make the famine to get 
the price. 

Ex-Governor Fort of New Jersey, 
now a member of the federal trade 
commission, played the game of the 
privileged interests, as lod by Peabody 
and Lane. 

Fort sat in on their "conference" at 
which it was agreed that a price of $3 
be made for coal at the mouth of the 
mine. Fort's presence, like that of 
Secretary Lane, seemed to give offi- 
cial color to an action that was un- 
authorized and illegal under the Sher- 
man law. Secretary Baker called at- 
tention to this fact in his now famous 
letter. 

Private Interests Alarmed. 

When the federal trade commission 
sent its report to the Senate about two 
weeks ago, showing why a coal famine 
exists, the private interests which con- 
trol coal became alarmed. They saw 
they were threatened with a real gov- 
ernment control. What should they 
do? 

The answer was obvious. Every- 
body hurry to Washington. Get to- 
gether there and make a loud noise 
like "patriotism." Then give out some 
press dope that the coal barons had 
suddenly reformed and were going to 
lay their cars, their mines and their 
sacred wallets on the altar of their 
beloved country. Get a cabinet offi- 
cer to sit in; also a federal trade com- 
missioner, and declare this to be the 
action of the council of national 
defense. 

Cars Control Coal Price. 

The truth is that the price of coal 



at the mine is not what counts. CARS 
at the mine are the necessity. The 
real coal barons are the CAR 
BARONS. The real coal trust is the 
RAILROAD TRUST, and until the 
coalcarrying facilities are pooled and 
brought under control of the govern- 
ment the coal famine will not be re- 
lieved. 

The president knows this, and so do 
Baker, Daniels, Gregory and the mem- 
bers of the Senate committee on in- 
terstate commerce, who are now get- 
ting ready a bill to carry out the rec- 
ommendations of the federal trade 
commission. 

Senator Poindexter, a member of 
this committee, explains the matter 
thus: 

"Under the proposed plan the gov- 
ernment would become, for 'the mo- 
ment, the owner of all coal as it came 
from the mines. The government 
would not attempt to operate mines 
or distribute coal. But, being the sole 
owner of all coal, the government 
would be in position to curb coal spec- 
ulation and to insist that the coal go 
where needed. 

Cost and "Reasonable" Profit. 

"The plan contemplates using the 
same distributing agencies that al- 
ways have done the work — the rail- 
road, the wholesaler and the retailer. 

"Everybody would be paid cost plus 
a reasonable profit for his service. 

"But the government would be able 
to follow every ton of coal from the 
mine to the consumer, and to see that 
the consumer is' served and that the 
middleman does not extort a famine or 
panic profit." 

One by-product of the coal fight is 
likely to be abolition of the coal com- 
mittee of the council of national de- 
fense as it is now made up. This 
committee has exhibited everything 
except patriotism, and is redtagged 
for an early canning. 

To Save Rena Mooney 

With every hope of securing an 
acquittal the defense in the case of 
Mrs. Rena Mooney has opened its 
case in the San Francisco courts where 
this famous labor trial grinds slowly 
along. Attorney Maxwell McNutt, in 
his opening statement, confined his 
address to definite points of issue in 
the state's case. 

He promised to prove bald contra- 
dictions in the testimony of State 
witnesses and inaccuracies in time, 
as established by photographs of 
clocks, making it impossible for the 
defendants to have been at the places 
alleged by the prosecution and to 
establish alibis and identifications 
Avhich absolutely would disprove all 
possible connection of Mrs. Mooney 
with the planting of the preparedness 
day bomb. 

One of our recent recruits from Min- 
eral Springrs, Ark., writes. "I want the 
truth and I sure can get it out of your 
paper. I have been reading a few copies 
of it and I endorse its get up". 
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Industrial Relations Commission Report 

Our Government's Indictment of the Capitalist System proves that 
Socialism must come in order to make the Declaration of Independence 
come true. SHOW IT TO DOUBTERS. 
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Get A Welcome Packet For Every New Member 

Hosts of new members are pouring into the Socialist 
Party. They are asking for Books and Reading Matter on 
Socialist Principles. 

To meet the demand and at the same time extend the 
Hand of Greeting, we have prepared 

Welcome Packets 

Consisting of eighty-five cents worth of carefuly select- 
ed Socialist Literature, for the especial benefit of new mem- 
bers, sent to any address for 

Shifty Cents 

Each packet contains a Card of Welcome signed by the 
National Officers. 

GET A NEW MEMBER WITH EVERY WELCOME PACKET 

If you know some one who is hesitating on the Brink 
of Membership present him with a Welcome Packet and a 
few well-chosen words. He will join. 

This special reduction is made for the particular benefit of the new 
members who are asking for enligthenment. But every 
old member can take advantage of it. 
The Packet contains: 

"1 uolie Ownership of Railways", by Carl D. Thompson; price 10 cents. 

"Our National Kitchen", by Anna A. Maley; price 10 cents. 

"What's So and What Isn't", by John M. Work, new and revised edi- 
tion ; price 25 cents. 

"The Truth About Socialism", by Allan L. Benson; price 25 cents. 

"The Usurped Power of the Courts", by Allan L. Benson; price 5 cents. 

"The !''armer," by Clyde J. Wright; price 10 cents. 

EIGHTY- FIVE CENTS WORTH— FOR NEW MEMBERS 
PRICE FIFTY CENTS. 

I SOCIALIST PARTY 

803 WEST MADISON STREET, CHICAGO, ILL. 



How To Make The Change 

By VICTOR L. BERGER. 

SOCIALISM is the name of an 
epoch of civilization — the next 
epoch, if our civilization is to 
continue in existence. 

We must not expect that the So- 
cialist era will come all at one stroke. 
Neither capitalism nor feudalism 
arose "at a certain date," nor can the 
Socialist form of society have its be- 
ginning on any fixed day. 

BESIDES, altho capitalistic society 
has already passed its zenith, yet 
even at the present day feudalism 
holds a very important place in mod- 
ern society. 

This is the case not only in Ger- 
many, in spite of its high economic 
development, but also in England, the 
"classic land" of capitalism. 

Just so with any revolution. 

Capitalism will not vanish in one 
day, in one year or in one decade. 
Even after the triumph of the prolet- 
ariat, the commonwealth cannot take 
upon itself all kinds of production. 

* * * a> 

MANY industries today are not at 
all concentrated, and therefore are 
not yet ripe for this*. Some will be- 
come so with time, others perhaps 
will not. The editor of this paper is 
no prophet, and will not attempt to 
predict details. 

However, the trusts are now show- 
ing the Socialists how they must do 
it, only they will have to do it from 
a Socialist standpoint and for the 
benefit of all the people. 

« * * ■* 

IT IS not necessary that all in- 
dustries should be immediately taken 
over by the Socialist republic, or as 
many Socialists prefer to say, by the 
"Socialist society." 

Every branch of production con- 
trolled by a trust, as well as all in- 
dustries which could be conducted on 
a similar scale, besides railways, tele- 
graphs, mines, etc., will, of course 
become collective public property. 

But there is a whole class of indus- 
tries which are not yet ready to be 
worked on this large scale or which 
are liable to be decentralized by the 
technical perfection of the methods 
of transmitting power. These with- 
out any objection may remain in 
private hands. 

We refer to certain petty indusr 
tries, as well as mainly to agriculture. 

h * * ' • 

IN ALL such cases the Socialist 
state can give the opportunity for 
the formation of associations which, 
together with the model industries 
directed by the state, will raise the 
level of the workers in these branches 
to a degree incredible at the present 
time. 

The chief reason why workingmen's 
associations have been impossible 
hitherto, has even now been removed 
by the trusts, and, of course, will be 
of still less account at the rise of the 
political power of the proletariat. 

As long as the former anarchial 
condition of production prevailed, 
workingmen's productive associations, 
staited usually with very little cap- 
ital or with outside capital. 

They were, therefore, especially 
subject to bankruptcy. They were 
compelled to produce continually in 
order to support their members, and 
not having any control of the market, 
they did not know how much to pro- 
duce. And consequently, with their in- 
sufficient or borrowed capital, they 
quickly went to the wall when there 
was any difficulty in the market. 

BUT THIS is now quite different. 

The trusts show how a regulated 
business can be done. 

The management of the working- 
men's associations will find out what 
the demand is, and determine the 
what, how and how much of produc- 
tion. 

During the transition period the 
sale of products may take place exact- 
ly as at present, only subject to 
regulation by the government which 
will be in the hands of the working 
class. 

• * * • 

IN THE trusts, the capitalist class 
even now plays the most superfluous 
role in the world. 

Indeed, in the trusts the capitalist 



class is already expropriated to a 
certain extent; for they no longer 
have anything to control, and only 
draw their profits. 

Their industries are apparently the 
property of the shareholders; but 
what sort of property is that of which 
one has not the free disposal? 

They can no longer produce what 
they will, nor at what price they will, 
nor with what workmen they will; 
all, all is prescribed to them by the 
management of the trust. Properly 
speaking, the shareholders are not 
the owners, they are only the profit- 
receivers. 



WHY, then, if the proletariat gets 
political power, should workingmen's 
associations not be possible, which, 
instead of the capitalists, will own 
the factories where the workmen 
themselves will choose the managers 
and themselves receive the profits? 

Of course, at the same time, many 
industries, all of those of 1 national 
magnitude, could be carried on by the 
government. Where necessary, the 
government could make some agree- 
ment with the productive associations 
of workers. 

We speak of the transition period. 

* * * « 

IN THIS transition period, the So- 
cialist government, of course, can 
lend the necessary capital to the pro- 
ductive societies and furnish suitable 
guarantees. 

The government in this transition 
period will have at its disposal quite 
different powers than it has at pres- 
ent. 

For instance, it will have a mon- 
opoly of all water power, coal mines, 
railroa ds, rivers, electrical plants, etc. 

So, perhaps for a time a state of 
affairs may arise which will combine 
at the same time the three forms of 
production; the capitalistic in petty 
industries, where goods will be pro- 
duced for the market; the co-oper- 
ative, in which the products will also 
be for sale; and the purely socialistic, 
where the government will carry on 
production for use only, and the pro- 
duct will not take the form of wares 
at all. 

* * * * 

CAPITALISM was necessary to 
give mankind dominion over the 
forces of nature, which is now assur- 
ed by our scientific attainments. 

Considered in itself, capitalism has 
by no means reached that point of 
time where it becomes impossible. 
On the contrary^ in the trust system, 
it has stepped into a new phase, the 
duration of which is unlimited ac- 
cording to our present light. 

Of course, from a civilizing force, 
capitalism has already become a men- 
ace to civilization. But that does not 
affect its vitality! 

However, the tendencies which op- 
pose it have now gathered such 
strength that a thoro change — must 
not indeed — but can take place, if 
the working class understands its 
mission. 

In conclusion let me also say that 
the world's history is always made 
by men, and 5 - >t a mere natural 
procsgg ?a .exists want as to 
believe. 



SEED . CATALOGUE. 

(Changed every week) 

Scatter the Seeds of Socialism; 
The Soil is Fruitful; the Sun is 
Bright; 

The season of Harvest is nearing! 



ASSORTED LEAFLETS 

Why You Should be a Socialist. 

To the Union Man's Wife. 

What is Socialism? 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton on Social- 
ism. 

The Children of the Poor. 

A Catholic Defense of Socialism. 

Why Should Catholic Workingmen 

be Socialists ? 
Are Socialists Practical? 
Why Socialists Pay Dues. 
The Parable of the Water Tank. 



20 cents a hundred — $1.50 per 1,000 



National Office, Socialist Party, 
803 W. Madison St., Chicago, 111. 



OUR BOOK SHOP. 

Socialism For The Farmer; by 
Oscar Ameringer. Price 10 cents. 
(Admirable for getting farmers 
into the Socialist Party.) 



General Bankruptcy or Socialism; 
by Lucien Sanial. Price 5 cents. 
(A prophecy of the conditions 
which now confront us, written just 
prior to the outbreak of the war.) 



Public Ownership of Railways; 
by Carl D. Thompson. Price 10 cts. 
(An illuminating discussion of the 
big problem now confronting the 
American people.) 

National Office,* Socialist Party, 
803 W. Madison St., Chicago, 111. 



Nebraska Department 

Edited By RAYMOND LAWLOR, 
Acting State Secretary. 



NOTE. — Nebnska Socialists have planned 
to send THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST to ev- 
ery party member ir. the state. They hope 
gradually to build up a powerful "Nebraska 
Edition" that will serve them well in winning 
the state for Socialism. It is expected that 
other states will wake up and plan similar 
state editions. For information write: J. L. 
Engdahl, Editor, THE AMERICAN SOCIAL- 
IST, 803 W. Madison St., Chicago, HI. 



The pleasure of beinpr an editor for the 
first time is somewhat marred by being- limit- 
ed to half a column. I simply cannot crowd 
in mention of the comrades and localities 
who have been working — and getting results. 
Comrade J. M. Leyda of Plattsmouth, appears 
to be the worst offender, what he does for a 
living when he is not sending membership 
applications or American Socialist subs I 
cannot imagine, but modest little clusters of 
subs of 35 or 1 so don't seem to surprise him, 
or Comrade C. E. Marten who is on the job 
with him. 

On receipt of tht records by me 1 imme- 
diately wired the members of the state execu- 
tive committee callivu their attention to the 
fact that the constitution authorized them to 
decide in an emergoi. y. Milliken, Moshev and 
Harmon direct me to remain on the job until 
the date for the calling of the regular annual 
election. This action based on the fact that 
had an emergency election referendum been 
started on June 16th, that the Secretary elect- 
ed by this emergency election could not have 
been seated beforfe August 17th, which would 
have left the comrade so elected less than thirty 
days: to act before the date set for the calling 
of the regular annua! election, which date is 
September 15th. 

The vote on referendum "B", the war pro- 
gram results, for the majority report 50 — for 
the minority report 86. This report includes 
47 votes for the minority report cast by the 
secretary of the Bohemian Branch, at South 
Omaha, for all members in good standing, 
and so noted on the ballot. 

The monthly due stamp sales since the be- 
ginning of the year ate as follows: January 
—356; February — 353; March— 292 : April— 
187 ; May— 279 ; the first 15 days of JuneY~241 ; 
the last 15 days of June — 455. Can you* beat 
it ?' You must ! 

Cash on hand July 1st $90.40, due-stamps 
on hand July 1st 383. 

The Appeal sends us an application for a 
charter from 10 comrades at Eustis, Nebras- 
ka. These comrades discovered that it was 
not necessary to wait until a regular organ- 
izer called but got busy themselves, which 
shows the proper spirit of "do it now." 

Any one who doubts the ability of the com- 
rades at Local Loomis to pull off a big stunt 
and make it pay should have been in that 
neighborhood on June 22nd, to say that they 
made good isn't beginning to tell half the 
story. There is a secret process involved in 
the methods used by this local, as the same 
has not yet been copyrighted, ye scribe feels 
that he may without inviting a penalty let 
the cat out of the bag. It is justthis. A live 
wire secretary. Comrade G. A. 1 Mills, and a 
bunch of live members who work with him, 
that's all. Go Thou, and do likewise, you who 
have still to be convinced that at last WE. 
the Socialists, are now popular. 

Rumors of a gigantic conspiracy emanate 
from the same point, details are lacking at 
present but suffice it to say that the Loomis 
comrades are planning a monster-picnic for 
the early part of August which, believe me, 
will be some event, likewise. 

The vote on referendum "C", the new con- 
stitution, and referendum "D", the new plat- 
i form, must reach me on or before July 18th 
to be counted. A number of ballots on the 
war program were received too late to be 
counted. 

In connection with the referendum covering 
the new constitution the attention of the 
membership is invited to article 10 section 6. 
If the proposed change carries National of- 
fice dues are doubled. Just what will happen 
to our state organizations if national office 
dues are doubled I am unable to forcast. Con- 
sider this paragraph carefully when voting. 
RAYMOND LAWLER, Acting Secretary, 

1508 Ohio St., Omaha, Neb. 



Socialist Lfend Measure 
Now Pending In Congress 

By CARL D. THOMPSON. 

The first item in the Socialist pro- 
gram, according to Marx and Engels 
in the "Communist Manifesto", deals 
with the land question. It reads as 
follows: 

"1. Abolition of property in 
land and application of all rents 
of land to public purposes." 
(Communist Manifesto, Page 45, 
item one of immediate measures.) 
All Socialists who are interested in 
seeing a measure of this kind put thru 
will be interested in the Crosser bill, 
now pending in Congress. Single- 
taxers and other radicals are very 
much dissatisfied with some of the 
proposed revenue bills and are urging 
the substitute framed by Congress- 
man Crosser of Ohio. While it is not 
intended in any sense to be a Socialist 
measure, one can readily see that it 
approaches the whole subject from 
the standpoint indicated in the above- 
quotation from the Manifesto. It 
provides for a tax on land values, 
large enough to raise the $2,000,000- 
000 needed. 

If this bill is passed, it will force in- 
to use every bit of valuable land now 
withheld. It will not prove a burden 
to a single useful industry. It will be 
in the nature of a levy on citizens in 
accordance with benefits received from 
the government. Its superiority over 
the Ways and Means Committee's bill 
is so obvious, that there is no reason 
why it should not be passed. But Con- 
gress is not in the habit of giving the 
best bill the preference. Perhaps this 
will prove no exception. 

To raise two billions of extra 
revenue Congress seems willing to 
levy taxes in any way, except the only 
one that will prove no burden to 
labor. The Committee on Ways and 
Means recommends heavily increased 
taxes on industry, increased taxes on 
incomes, regardless of whether they 
be earned or unearned; increased 
taxes on excess profits, regardless of 
whether they be due to extraordinary 
service on the part of the recipient, or 
to extraordinary predatory power 
possessed by him; and a lot of new 
taxes, which must fall to a consider- 
able extent on consumption. 

But one source of revenue the com- 
mittee overlooked. It has paid no at- 
tention to land "values at all. To be 
sure the income tax falls to some ex- 
tent on ground rents, but only on 
ground rents for land in use. Land 
withheld from us, however valuable,, 
it may be, is exempt. This discrimin- 
ates against the landowner who does 
not entirely forbid use of his proper- 
ty. 

At the very time when a crop 
shortage threatens and people are 
being urged on all sides to plant on 
every bit of vacent space, the Ways 
and Means Committee deliberately 
frames a bill that continues encou- 
ragement to owners of idle land to 
keep it out of use. 

Every Socialist, we should think, 
and every person interested in the 
better revenue bill, should interest 
himself in this measure and do what 
he can to help put it thru. 

Banker Incites Raid 

Sensational facts regarding the in- 
fluence of a "State street banker" 
on the raid on Socialist party 
headquarters recently staged et 
Boston, Mass., has come to light as 
the result of a statement made by Ma- 
yor Curley. The mayor accuses this 
banker of having approached him 
s week before the raid with a sug- 
gestion that he prohibit all Socialist 
meetings in the future. 

This* same capitalist has been one 
of the foremost agitators in this sec- 
tion for war, as well as being a 
prominent figure in the "prepared- 
ness" movement. 

James Oneal, state secretary for 
the Socialist party, has issued a 
:?tater%ent enumerating the facts 
mentioned a.bove, and which continues: 
Soldiers and Sailors Led Raid. 

"We have also gathered sufficient 
evidence to indicate that a recruiting 
officer on the Common had for several 
j days urged his audiences to break up 
' the parade and meeting. Witnesses 
j are also ready to testify that this of- 
ficer led the sailors and soldiers in 
the street assaults and in the raid on 
the state office. Pictures have also 
been secured showing the soldiers and 
sailors making the assaults, and these 
will be used as evidence in legal action 
that is to be taken." 

"Intolerable" is the word which Sec- 
retary of War Newton D. Baker uses 
to characterize the recent actions of 
men in the naval or military uniform 
of the United States who have broken 
up peaceful and lawful meetings in 
this city, Boston and elsewhere. 

The secretary's expression is used in 
a memorandum which he recently sent 
to Harry Weinberger, general counsel 
of the American Defense league, in an- 
swer to a letter from Weinberger, in 
which the latter set forth the various 
outrages which have been perpetrated 
by the soldiers and sailors. 



RUSSIA DEFINES SOCIALISM. 

"The country's minerals, water- 
courses and forests ought properly 
to belong to the whole people, who 
should administer them thru dem- 
ocratic institutions, while the utiliza- 
tion of land ought to be assured to 
agricultural workers under conditions 
insuring increased means of produc- 
tion and development of cooperative 
social life." — News item from Petro- 
giad, July 7. 



Food Prices Going 



Some Essentials 

The first essential to a good organ 
izer is to be of a companionable dis- 
position. 

Secondly, he should be a reader of 
human nature in order to know his 
man when he meets him. 

Third, when he is rounding up a 
group he should be snare to select the 
brightest and most intelligent mem- 
ber of the group and impress him that 
he is the comrade to take the res- 
ponsibility of increasing the member- 
ship and keeping the organization 
alive. 

[ Fourth, he should be clear on the 
I the fundamentals of socialism. 

Fifth, he should be full of, enthus- 
j iasm. 

| Sixth, he should use clear, plain 
i English. 

Seventh, al 1 *?" the new members 
to grow i t' .' c work gradual- 

Eight, a go. ,»*. ,nal appearance 
is necessary 

Ninth, he mu?i ha '<» all confidence 
in himself a-.i 1 .u a' to meet all 
classes of pe Vie. awU ' t on a good 
front.—SAML >L';R0:S*., NS. 



Thirty-nine cts. on the dollar is the 
higher cost of living tribute which 
the food pirates exacted from the peo- 
ple of the United States during the 
year ended May 15, 1917, by boosting 
prices on the 27 principal articles of 
food, according to the comparison of 
prices for the year made public by the 
bureau of labor statistics. 

The figures are complementary to 
statistics already made public indicat- 
ing a five per cent boost in prices for 
the month ended May lo. 

To cope with the increasing cost 
of living situation revealed by the 
bureau, the working people should 
have made the employers deliver a 
39 per cent wage increase between 
May 15, 1917. This is for food alone, 
having nothing to do about increased 
cost of clothing, coal and other neces- 
sary commodities. 

Heaviest Tribute Taken. 

The 39 per cent price boost between 
May, 1916, and May, 1917, consti- 
tutes the heaviest tribute taken from 
the consumers during any year period 
ending during the past six months. 

For the year ending December 15, 
the price boosters soared food prices 
29 per cent; for the year ending Jan- 
uary 15 they shot prices up to 30 per 
cent; for February to 38 per cent; in 
March the pirates took a rest at the 
38 per cent point; in April the average 
fell to 32 per cent above the price in 
April, 1916; but by May 15 the pirates 
hit the pace again, so that food 
prices were 39 per cent higher on 
May 15 than on July 15, 1916. 

Specialized In Necessities. 

During the year the potato dealers 
and flour merchants hit the price 
boosting bullseye more frequently 
than any others in the price-boosting 
fraternity. They jumped potatoes to 
149 per cent above the price on May 
15, 1916, and flour 122 per cent. 

Each of the 27 articles for which 
the bureau of labor statistics compile 
prices were boosted during the year. 
The bureau's figures are so striking 
as to require no explanation. 

The table below compares the prices 
of the 27 articles of food on May 15, 
1916, and May 15, 1917, respectively: 

Money Price 
on May 15th, 

Article Unit 1916 1917 

Sirloin Steak pound $0,257 $0,322 

Round Steak pound .250 .296 

Rib roast *. pound .216 .257 

Chuck roast pound .175 .218 

Plate boiling beef pound .131 .166 

Pork chops pound .229 .306 

Bacon pound .284 .416 

Ham pound .318 .388 

Lamb pound .201 .278 

Hen* /»„v. vpOTRtd ;*4" .9M 

Salmon, canned pound .2-00 .257 

Eggs, strictly fresh dozen .281 .308 

Butter, creamery pound .370 .465 

Cheese pound .248 .338 

Milk quart .088 .105 

Bread 16-oz. loaf .062 .085 

Flour %-bbl. bag .959 2.134 

Corn meal .'.pound .033 .054 

Rice pound .091 .105 

Potatoes peck .369 .919 

Onions pound .051 .086 

Beans, navy pound .094 .191 

Prunes pound .133 .153 

Raisins pound .126 .144 

Sugar pound .085 .100 

Coffee pound .295 .302 

Tea pound .546 .557 

Assuming $3 a day to be the work- 
er's wages on May 15, 1916, the em- 
ployer should be paying him $4.17 a 
day now or $25.02 a week, instead of 
$18, in order to neutralize the food 
sharks' tribute. 

In spite of food control legislation, 
it is predicted that the statistics for 
the year ending June 15 will show 
still greater price boosts. 



Poison And Kill Many To 
Rear New Aristocracy 

Workers engaged in munition 
plants where the new "War Bride 
Aristocracy" of the United Statea 
are making their millions, are 
subjected to poisoning and in many 
instances are killed for lack of any 
adequate protection, according to the 
Federal Bureau of Labor Statistics 
which has just issued a bulletin, de- 
scribed mildly as being "of more than 
ordinary interest." 

The bulletin is entitled "Industrial 
poisons used or produced in the man- 
ufacture of explosives", and may be 
had by writing to the Bureau at 
Washington. The bulletin records the 
results of a study of over forty fac- 
tories in Massachusetts, Rhode Is- 
land, Connecticut, New York, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia, and Indiana, em- 
ploying nearly a hundred thousand 
workers. 

Here is what the Bureau says about 
the way the munition makers looked 
after their employes: 

"It was impossible to obtain ac- 
curate figures as to the amount of 
sickness and death caused by work 
in this industry since the war broke 
out. Many cases were never recogniz- 
ed; others were noted by the company 
physicians or insurance physicians 
who were unwilling to give any in- 
formation concerning them; in some 
factories there was either no medical 
care or it was inadequate; in other 
factories records were so incomplete 
as to render the data somewhat mis- 
leading." 

It was further discovered that 53 
out of 2,507 cases were fatal. This is 
a high death rate. Of course none of 
those thus killed were insured by the 
company. 



Arrest 13 In Philadelphia. 

Thirteen Socialists were arrested in 
Philadelphia, July 6, and held on a 
charge of "treason." Their alleged 
crime was the distribution of a leaflet 
entitled, "Long Live the Constitution 
of the United States". Total bail was 
placed at $110,000. The People's 
Press, local official organ, was held 
up by the post office. 



COLLEGE STUDENTS ARE 

AWAKE TO SOCIALISM 

The drift in Europe toward State 
Socialism; the Russian Revolution 
and the other democratic movements 
led by European Socialists; the 
steadily increasing cost of living in 
this country; and the growing realiza- 
tion of the economic causes of mod- 
ern warfare have made the college 
students more keenly alive fhan ever 
before to the challenge presented by 
Socialism, reports the Intercollegiate 
Socialist Society. 

Among the most active of the 
Society's Chapters this year are 
those in the College of the City of 
New York, Yale, Vassar, the Univer- 
sity of Illinois, Barnard, Berkeley 
Divinity School, Oberlin, Valparaiso; 
while those at Columbia, Radcliffe, 
the University of Pittsburgh, Har- 
vard, Indiana, Howard, Reed, Wis- 
consin, Carnegie Institute of Tech- 
nology, and others have done much 
effective work. 

Among the alumni chapters, the 
N. Y. Alumni, with more than 300 
members, has continued the most ac- 
tive. Its semi-monthly evening meet- 
ings and Saturday afternoon "cam- 
araderies" have proved most stimul- 
ating. The Chicago and St. Louis 
Chapters have been recently organ- 
ized. 

The Quarterly of the Society — The 
Intercollej^ate Socialist — (50c a year, 
15c a copy) has been steadily grow- 
ing in interest and value. The Sym- 
posium on "Socialists and the 
Problems of War," appearing in the 
April — May issue of the magazine, 
and contributed to by twenty-seven 
prominent Socialists and " radicals, 
has attracted wide attention. 



116 Go To Jail. 

Rockford, 111., Socialists, to the 
number of 116, who failed to register 
and voluntarily gave themselves up to 
the authorities, have been placed in 
the Bridewell. Chicago's workhouse, 
where they will work out a sentence 
of 365 days imposed on them by Fed- 
eral Judge Landis. 




E Send Us No Money J 

just *our nawk P5 

Am You don't need money to get an auto- 
W. mobile. Let me give you one of my brand 
r Jk new. never used, latest model, five-pas- ^ 
■jr senger Ford Touring Cars. I have given W 
rA away dozens of thorn. Tou might as well rA 
dW have one, too. If you have no auto and ^ 
va want one, send me your name right away, Wa 
and say: "I want to get one of your Ford 
oars." A post-card will do. 

R HO APS AUTO CLUB 
300Capitnl Bid?., Topeka, Kansas 

drjrwjiWjarjvjrAWjrjrjrjrA 





POSTPAID 




My Copyrighted Book How to Judse Engines" 

tells how high-grade semi-steel engines 
are made, advantages over cast iron, how 
common coal oil in a WITTE reduces pow er 
cost 65 per cent. Writei 
today and get my "How ~ 
-to-Make-Money" 
folder, and latest 
WITTE Engine 
prices. Ed.H.Witte" 

WITTE ENGINE - WORKS 

3267 Oakland Ave, Kansas City, Mo. 
3267 Empire BIdg., Pittsburgh, Ps» 





REE-T0BACC0 

It tells how to get the QAAL( 
Genuine Kentucky DWwrX 
Natural LEAF Tobacco, direct 

from the grower. How to mak» ywt 

own cigars, smoking and chewinj tobicr? 
at horns (or one-fifth store prices: how it 
avoid the revenue t«x, cut the middlemen'* 
profits and help bua* the Tobacco Trur 
How to save most all the money you no > 
spend for tobacco and still have the fine; 
on earth. The kind we who raise it use a; 
home, where ii grows. Also FREE a bottl' 
ol Kentucky Flavoring Mixture, to improvi 
its fragrance. The Tobacco Book is FREE. Write for one todaj 

\ddrets MOSS J. BEALL, The Trust Bustes 

..- n 41 CAVF CITY K ENTUCKY 

Indoor Close 

COMFORTABLE, HEALTHFUL, COHVCHIlt 

Replaces the privy and cesspot 
They breed disease, especially ia sua 
mar. Have a sanitary, odorle , 
toilet in the house. Endorsed Y-" 
State Boards of Health. ; 

ABSOLUTELY ODORLESS. Pat It anywhe , 

In the house. Germs and odor are klll> 2 
by a chemical process in water in the co <• 
tttiner. which you empty once ft month- 
Empty juet like asher*. Absolutely guav 
anteed. Write for full description ai » 
price. 

R0WE SANITARY MF0. COMPANY 

T.j-C ftOWEILDG. DETROIT, MtClk 





Cot out this ad andmailit tons, with your name and 
r.iidress (no money); and we will send yon our FAMOUS 
KARNAK RAZOR by return mail, postpaid. You may Us« 
the razor for SO days FREEi then, if yon like it, pay os 
SI. 86. If: you don't like it return It. SEMD MO MONEY. 

MORE COMPANY. 486 More Building, St Louis, Mo. 



The All-Russia Congress of Work- 
men and Soldiers have chosen all six 
of the Socialist members of the Rus- 
sian provisional cabinet as members 
of the congress' executive council. 



ffliPK"* MONTHS — INVESTING FOR —PROFIT 

l Il IJU a monthly Guide to Money- Making. 
Tells how $100 grows to $2,200— how to get 
richer quickly and honestly. H. L, BARBER, 
Pub. 474, 32 W. Jackson Blvd., Chicago. 



WANTED— Bachelor farmers, with $150, for 
co-operative farming here. 
H. SAWDON — — ST. ELMO, TENN. 




Will you think or pay? The Nation creates all land values- 
justice demands their use for National Defense — not for private 
gain. Tax on land values alone with no other taxes whatever will provide entire annual national 
budget — even five billion dollars. Will force idle land into use. Increase crops. Stimulate industry. 
Reduce taxes for 95% of the people. Will not raise prices or reduce production. r 
Booklet froo. NATIONAL SINGLE TAX LEAGUE. Cincinnati. Dent. 



Weekly, 50 Cents per Year. 



THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST. JULY 14, 1917. 



25 Cents for Six Months. 



June Receipts Are More 

Than Previous Five Months 

i HIS TABLE tells the story of the biggest month The Amer- 
ican Socialist has ever had : 

Week Ending Bundles Subscriptions 

June 9 $ 28.10 $ 807.88 

June 16 56.54 93J3.10 

June 23 55.47 1,063.84 

June 30 92.03 1,413.71 



Total $232.05 



$4,221.53 
232.05 



Total for month $4,453.58 

The receipts for the month of June were in excess of the total 
• eceipts for the five months preceding. The increase has been as 
steady as a swelling torrent. From all over the Union the sub- 
scriptions came pouring in. The office force has been increased 
until it is double its former number, and still we are hardly able 
to keep pace with the great volume of work. 

In spite of all difficulties and hindrance, this work has gone 
forward. The first week of July has kept up the shining record. 

Now we come into our Birthday Week — July 15 to 22. Help 
us make that the biggest week in all our history. We will be three 
years old on July 18, and have learned to run like a jackrabbit. 
Help us keep up the pace ! 

Celebrate our Birthday Week by sending in subscriptions 
that shall break all previous records by a great excess. Show us 
that we have your confidence and your loyal cooperation. It is 
easy — the people are hungry for the news of Socialism. The dawn 
has broken in Russia. Speed the coming of the Day ! 



From The Firing Line 

Local San Diego, Cal., orders 30 copies 
a week of The American Socialist for six 
months. 

"Your paper is doing a world of good. 
Long live the Socialist movement", comes 
from a new recruit in Rankin, Okla. 

"Henry Dubb is a regular byword here 
in the shops", says a comrade who sends 
in some subs from Pine Bluff, Ark. 

Comrade Leonard R. Ling, .Illinois, after 
handing out free copies for a white went 
out after the subs and landed a lisx of 22 
without any difficulty. He says, "I guess 
you have opened up a new world of 
thought for some of them. I am sure you 
have filled me with a new determination 
to get out and hustle for The American 
Socialist". 

W. H. Lembke, Ohio, read two differ- 
ent issues; then he could resist the temp- 
tation no longer and subscribed. 

"I wish to spread a little light", writes 
Mrs. B. F. Forbes, Fredonia, N. Y., as 
she subscribes and orders a bundle for 
distribution. 

Comrade Joe Roll, Indiana, sends in a 
list of 12 to help Morris K. Friedman win 
that Rand School Scholarship. 

'I have been taking your paper for two 
eks and I showed your paper to the 
ra in the shop and they think it is 
s", says E. Cleveland, Ohio, sending in 
ist of 12. 

'I still hope to see the election of a So- 

list congress and in 1920 a Socialist 

esident", writes Comrade C. A. Faess- 

, New York, who was a Socialist in 

rope 30 years ago. He feels it an honor 
' send in a list of 11 subs. 

'Men that we Socialists couldn't talk 
a few years ago are now good Social- 
: s", is the message that comes from a 
(stern railroad worker. "Keep up the 
■. jd work and work hard to get our dele- 
. tes to Stockholm". 

"If the sentiment over the country is 
the same as it is here, and if the com- 
rades only take advantage of this golden 
opportunity, there is no reason why we 
should not increase the circulation of The 
amk\.*.*r SocialiR'- to » milKea . fer.ftvr* 
the fall. There is no other paper that 
seems to wake them up like our party 
paper". That comes from Comrade James 
Ogden, Indiana. 

"I like the paper better all the time ; 

is our best weapon", from Comrade J. 
.. Ackerman, Illinois. 

Comrade Albert Salisbury, Indiana, 
<ends in a list of 43 subs that he rounded 
,p among the workers in the bottling 
•'epartment of the local brewery. 

"The people are hungry for The Amer- 
ean Socialist", iBays Comrade H. Hoffman, 
/iinnesota, sending in a list of 15. 

"I con no longer refrain from compli- 
nenting The American Socialist on the 
rery excellent paper we are now receiv- 
ing. In this vicinity its circulation and 
lopularity are both growing. May your 
never handle the topics of the day less 
brilliantly. I wish that we could build 
up a circulation of several million for 
this very worthy paper. Yours for the Co- 
operative Commonwealth," A. F. Blon, 
Waco, Texas. 

One of our comrades subject to the 
draft sends in a list of 33 subs from 
Marion, Ohio, as his protest. 

"Yours for the Revolution, and it looks 
to me as if it is coming at a lively rate 
of speed", writes a comrade at Aber-. 
deen, Wash., who renews his sub so he 
can keep in touch with Socialism the 
world over. 

"This is my answer to the registration 
law", says a Kokomo, Ind., Comrade as 
he sends in a list of six. 

Someone just handed James N. Ander- 
son, of Meridian, Okla., a copy of The 
American Socialist with the result that 
he is sending in a club of four. 

Comrade William Wirsiir, of Lyons, 
Colo., objects to being the only subscriber 
of The American Socialist in his town 
so he sends in a list to keep him com- 
pany. He says he hopes that hereafter 
the postal officials at Lyons will get a 
look at the headlines of The American So- 
cialist at least. 

Dr. W. O. Loescher, of St. Louis, Mo., 
xends in a list of former republicans and 
democrats who have now changed to So- 
cialism. 

"I can set more good out of one of 
ycur papers than all the dailies that I 
could read", writes a Volunteer from 
Gattsville, Tex. 



Be a Light- Bearer! Wrap your 
name around a Dime. Send it in to 
the National office and get 100 
Monthly Organization Leaflets — Send 
two dimes and get 200 — send 75 cents 
and get One Thousand! Shed their 
Beams in Dark Places — the light will 
spread. 

National Office Socialist Party. 
803 W. Madison St., Chicago, 111. 



Northcliffe Urges Gag 
Be Stricken Off Press 

(From The Chicago Tribune) 

Lord Northcliffe, British high com- 
missioner to the United States, in an 
address to magazine editors and 
writers at a luncheon in New York, 
June 28, expressed the hope that the 
United States would not muddle the 
censorship as England did during the 
first three years of the war. 

"I trust that the United States will 
not make the censorship blunder that 
England made, and which is just be- 
coming an evil of the past. England 
was kept in the dark for nearly three 
years. The people were blinded by the 
fatuous optimism of soldiers and poli- 
ticians who, while efficient in peace, 



fleet convoying the transports had 
been twice attacked and had sunk at 
least one German submarine, ap- 
peared to be hurt greatly when doubts 
were cast upon the official version. 

"Do you suppose for a moment that 
I would have allowed that announce- 
ment to go out under my name if it 
had not been based upon the official 
report from Admiral Gleaves?" Mr. 
Daniels asked. 

Creel flew into a rage when asked 
for his version of the affair. 

"I am going over to the navy de- 
partment and advise Secretary Dani- 
els* to pay no attention whatever to 
these nasty reports," he exclaimed 
with much warmth. "Nothing that 
has happened since the war began 
has aroused the patriotism of the 
American people as much as this 



were incompetent in war. The people Fourth of July announcement. 



Murder Is Committed To 
Bolster Up Food Prices 

A Commentary on the High Cost of 
Living. 

(From the Pittsburgh Dispatch) 

The statement of the prosecutor in 
opening the case against the four 
New York poultry dealers charged 
with having hired the assassins who 
killed Barnet Baff nearly three years 
ago makes the most lurid blood and 
thunder fiction pale. Baff, it may be 
recalled, incurred the enmity of rival 
poultry dealers by underselling their 
combination. 

Failing to get rid of his competi 
tion, they are said to have taken up 
a subscription among themselves to 
which, with curious irony, they in- 
duced Baff to contribute, to hire gun- 
men td kill him. Blowing up his sum- 
mer home failed to "get" him. 

A proposal to poison the milk left 
for his family was deemed too risky. 
Then a sharpshooter was given a 
photograph and ordered to kill him 
at long: range, but be took too long 
to get into action, and finally the gun- 
men were called in. 

The whole affair is a startling com- 
mentary on the conditions surround- 
ing an important part of the food 
supply of a great city and of the as- 
serted permeation of some business 
circles there with the infection of 
murderous outlawry revealed in con- 
nection with the police and gamblexs 
in the Rosenthal case. T 

It might be interesting to guess 
whether the police set the. example 
or whether they were contaminated 
by their surroundings. Either way 
it discloses a plague spot in the na- 
tion's chief city that is a humiliating 
revelation of moral anarchy. 

Declaration of Independence 

The Declaration of Independence 
makes good reading in these days. So 
does the Industrial Relations Commis- 
sion Report. The National Office has 
prepared a booklet comparing the 
Declaration of Independence with the 
Industrial Relations Commission re- 
port. It is for general distribution. 
Order in bundles of 100 for $2. Single 
copies, 5 cents. 

National Office, The Socialist Party, 
803 W. Madison St., Chicago, Ill- 



Asserting that the city council has 
no power to define an offense against 
the U. S. government, Judge James 
E. Deery declared invalid the general 
ordinance No. 35, which prohibits dis- 
respectful acts or utterances against 
the president or the government, and 
which was passed a few months ago 
by the Indianapolis, Ind., common 
council. 



were not permitted to know the truth, 
and when the truth finally emerged 
out of costly blunders and sacrifices 
they were loath to accept it. ' 
Press Can Awaken People. 

"I hope that America may permit 
her newspaper and magazine writers 
to be absolutely frank about what is 
going on. It is as important fyr the 
nation to know the wqrst as it is for 
the nation to know the best. 

"For one thing — and we have found 
it out from actual experience — it is 
a great stimulus for the men fighting 
in the field to know that they are 
being written about at home and that 
the country they are fighting ■ for 
knows precisely what they are 
doing." 

In proof of this, the following story 
is printed in the same column: 
URGE TRIAL OF INCOMPETENTS 
(From The Chicago Tribune) 

LONDON, June 28.— Press and 
public are still venting their rage on 
the men held responsible for the 
Mesopotamia fiasco. 

An interesting discussion from 
which Americans might glean some 
advice was overheard between men 
in high official positions. They agreed 
that the continuance of the Mesopo- 
tamian muddle was due in no small 
measure to the muzzling of the Bri- 
tish press and the gagging of mem- 
bers of parliament. 

Creel's First Blunder 

(From The Chicago Tribune) 

Washington, D. C, June 28. — (Spe- 
cial.) — Angered by the authorization 
by the committee on public informa- 
tion of a premature announcement of 
the arrival of the Pershing division 
of regulars in France, Secretary of 
War Baker today withdrew the dis- 
semination of war department in- 
formation from the jurisdiction of 
the censorship organization under 
George Creel, and appointed Gen. 
Mclntyre sole censor and dissemin- 
ator of American army news. 

When the news arrived yesterday 
of the landing of the American regul- 
ars in France the war department 
refused to authorize its publication 
on the ground that the movement is 
incomplete and the safety of other 
contingents might be endangered by 
the disclosure. 

Creel, however, authorized the 
publication. 

Not content ,with this, the follow- 
ing amazing admission was made by 
Mr. Creel on July 5. This is the man 
whom the government desired to 
place in exclusive control of the 
public's intelligence, while labor and 
Socialist papers are barred from the 
mails. 



Refuses Official Report. 

"If everything that this country 
does during the war is to be subjected 
to attack by nasty papers, w* might 
as well begin right here to. put ah 
end to the discussions by paying no 
attention to them." • > 

"Why not confound the authors of 
this report by printing the text of the 
official announcement from Admiral 
Gleaves ? Mr. Creel was asked. 

"The nasty papers would even try 
to discredit that it we were to.publish 
it," replied Mr. Creel excitedly. 

"I went to Secretary Daniels' office, 
where , he and Admiral Benson had 
the report from Admiral Gleaves. It 
was rather cryptic, as reports of that 
sort are bound to be. We read it over 
together and then I sat down and 
elaborated on the text of the deciph- 
ered message. I then wrote the an- 
nouncement which appeared over 
Secretary Daniels' name. It was an 
elaboration of the original report 
from Admiral Gleaves." 



YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPT. 

Organizatioa — Education — Solidarity. 



WILLIAM V. KRUSE 



• • Drrector 



To reach the nation's youth with the 
message of Socialism and im bring them 
into the organized Socialist movement 
through Young People's Soeialist Leagues. 

Address ail communications to: 

Socialist Party Young People's Dept» 
803 W. Madison St.. Chicago. 



LEADERS IN NATIONAL CHAMPS. 

1— Omaha, Nebr , 96,1^' 

2— Rochester. N. Y 75% 

3— Trenton. N. J .75% 

4— Terre Haute, Ind 75 

5— Buffalo, N. Y 71 Vz 

6— Newark, N. J 70% 

7— Northwest. Chicago, 111 66% 

8— Hartford. Conn. .... 63% 

9— Toledo, Ohio 63% 

10 — Watertown, N. Y 60 

11— Queens No. 1, N. Y. 58% 

12— Syracuse, N. Y 58% 

13 — New Haven, Conn 58 



(FROM THE NEW YORK CALL) 

Espionage Law Creates 
133,387 P.O. Censors 



POSTMASTERS AND LETTER 
CARRIERS CAN STOP PAPERS 
FROM BEING MAILED UNDER 
ACT. 



WASHINGTON, July 1. — The 
censorship law, under which the post- 
office department instructed the 
Chicago postmaster to withhold from 
the mails pending investigation the 
June 30 edition of THE AMERICAN 
SOCIALIST, is a part of the so-called 
"espionage" law, agreed to by both 
houses of Congress early in June and 
approved by President Wilson on 
June 15. 

The censorship section is perhaps 
the most sweeping power ever con- 
ferred upon a government department 
in any modern democracy. It estab- 
lishes by law of 123,387 official cen- 
sors with power to exclude certain 
matter from the mails. 

The law makes every postmaster 
and every mail carrier a censor. 
133,387 Official Censors. 
According to the last quarterly re- 
port of the postoffice department, the 
official censors are as follows: 

Postmasters 55,509 

City letter carriers. . . .34,479 
Rural mail carriers. .43,399 



(From The Chicago Tribune) 
CREEEL ADMITS HE 'MADE' 
U-BOAT ATTACK STORY 



Rewrote "Dry" Report to Cheer Up 
Americans oh July 4. 



(By A Staff Correspondent.) 

Washington, D. C, July 5. — (Spe- 
cial.) — Charges that the administra- 
tion greatly exaggerated the account 
of the battles between German sub- 
marines and the convoys of the 
transports bearing Gen. Pershing's 
army caused a ruction in official 
circles today. 

George Creel, chief of the bureau 
of public information, admitted he 
wrote the" announcement of the Am- 
erican victories which Secretary 
Daniels issued, and that he had 
elaborated upon the official report 
received from Admiral Gleaves, com- 
manding the convoy. This elaborated 
report was given out on July 3 to 
make Independence day a more joy- 
ous occasion for the people. 

Mr. Creel, who thus pleaded guilty 
to the charge of elaborating in the 
manner of the yellow press, recently 
admonished newspaper men to "cease 
being bird dogs" and "thrill to your 
calling." 

Daniels' Feelings Hurt. 

Secretary Daniels, who sponsored 
the announcement that the American 



Help Celebrate Our Birthday Week! 

The American Socialist, 

803 W. Madison St., Chicago, III. 

Here is the result of my efforts during "BIRTHDAY WEEK" of OUR 
PAPER to help increase the list of our readers up to the Million Mark. 

NAME ADDRESS CITY STATE TIME OF SUB. 

6 MOS. ONE YEAR 



Name of Sender 

Address City State... 

Our Subscription Rates: — 50 cents per year; 25 cents for six months. 



14 — Jamestown, 

15 — St. Louis. I 

16— Paterson. N. 

17— Central Wes .V: 

18 — New Britain ^r>-» 

19 — Reading, Pt 

20 — Cleveland, O' 
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Morris Hillquit, member of the So- 
cialist Party national executive com- 
mittee, has been nominated for mayor 
of New York City by the Socialist 
convention of that city just held. 
Frank A. Sieverman was nominated 
for controller and Edward F. Cassidy, 
for president of the board of alder- 
men. 



i„nity 



Rochester is goir\<; in ii«.v.vy 'V - 
work. Here are r<-/y.e >-i ' ; ""oisr 

Prof. Moore, . i. Tin . <•:: iievd 

Prof. Forbes, < a U*-.iM"> : „ 

Prof. Jacobsteii on "C;tn a fwu 
Present War?" 

Prof. Chadwic'i v t "Ceo'.< «y 
Future of the Rj 

Wm. Pldgeon, Jr., ";'h<s Re. 

for Truth". 

Rabbi Wolf, on "Prejudice". 

Most of these men were not Socialists, and 
all had to run the gauntlet of clever ques- 
tions put by the members of the league. The 
educational features of !;Us:;league are second 
to none in the country, ai.d deserve copying. 
Particularly noteworthy is the fact that the 
local daily papers give "xtensive mention to 
these lectures, and geneiously hold forth the 
"unpatriotism" of the league. The league has 
also purchased two Call "Liberty Bonds" and 
expects to do more later. 

Syracuse has sure been busy, reporting a 
hike, a field day, and ico cream social, some 
very good educational meetings, and a wed- 
ding. Yea boy ! 

Queens County No. 2 -eports that more of 
their members have graduated into the S. P. 
ranks, making twenty in all this year. They 
also had a great minstre! show with a crowd 
of 350 ; and a picnic in the woods together 
with the local's Sunday School. 



Soldiers Scored; Socialists Released. 

Two Socialists, A. E. Fay and Miss 
Sophie Peck, were discharged in the 
district magistrate's court, New York 
City, and the soldiers responsible for 
their arrest scored by Magistrate Cor- 
rigan. Miss Peck's crime was dis- 
tributing a leaflet. Fay refused to 
disavow the leaflet and was also takan 
along. It is now planned to press a 
suit against the soldiers for illegal 
arrest. 



Jail Rather Than Register. 

Max Goldfarb, one of the Detroit, 
Mich., Socialists who refused to re- 
gister has been sentenced to one year 
in the house of correction. He had 
previously been arrested for distri- 
buting an anti-conscription issue of 
The Michigan Socialist. 



I MAKE MORE 
❖ SOCIALISTS 



Total censors 133,387 

The law imposes a maximum fine 
of $5,000, or a maximum jail sen- 
tence of five years, upon any one 
using the mails for nonmailable mat- 
ter. 

The law goes further and imposes 
the same fine and the same jail sen- 
tence upon any one who "attempts to 
use the mails" for the circulation of 
nonmailable matter. 

The text of the censorship section 
of the "espionage law, legally known 
as the "act of June 15," is as follows: 

TITLE XII.— Use of Mails. 

SECTION 1.— Every letter, writ- 
ting, circular, postal card, picture, 
print, engraving, photograph, news- 
paper, pamphlet, book or other publi- 
cation, matter or thing, of any kind, 
in 'violation of any of the provisions 
of this act is hereby declared to be 
nonmailable matter and shall not be 
conveyed in the mails or delivered 
from any postoffice or by any letter 
carrier; provided, that nothing in this 
act shall be so construed as to auth- 
orize any person other than an em- 
ploye of the dead letter office, duly 
authorized thereto, or other person 
upon a search warrant authorized by 
law, to open any letter not addressed 
to himself. 

SECTION 2.— Every letter, writ- 
ing, circular, postal card, picture, 
print, engraving, photograph, news- 
paper, pamphlet, book, or other 
publication, matter or thing, of any 
kind, containing any matter advocat- 
ing treason, insurrection, or forcible 
resist, nee to any law of the United 
States, is hereby declared to be non- 
mailable. / 

SECTION 3.— Whoever shall use 
or attempt to use the mails or postal 
service of the United States for the 
transmission of any matter declared 
by this title to be nonmailable, shall 
be fined no more than $5,000 or im- 
prisoned not more than five years, 
or both. Any person violating any 
provision of this title may be tried 
and punished either in the district in 
which the unlawful matter or publi- 
cation was mailed, or to which it 
was carried by mail for delivery ac- 
cording to the direction thereon, or 
s, in which it was caused to be deliv- 
ered by mail to the person to whom 
it was addressed. 

The portion of Section 1 which de- 
clares nonmailable everything "in vio- 
lation of any of the provisions of this 
act," may be interpreted to exclude 
anything and everything which in the 
mind of the censor, antagonizes the 
government in prosecuting the war 
against Germany. This is plain by 
reference to Section 3 of the title 1 
of the bill, entitled "Espionage." 

Section 3 is as follows: 
"Whoever, when the United States 
is at war, shall wilfully make or con- 
vey false reports or false statements 
with intent to interfere with the 
operation or success of the military 
or naval forces of the United States, 
or to promote the success of its 
enemies, and whoever, when the 
United States is at war, shall wil- 
fully cause or attempt to cause in- 
subordination, disloyalty, mutiny or 
refusal of duty in the military or 
naval forces of the United States, or 
shall wilfully obstruct the recruiting 
or enlistment service of the United 
States, to the injury of the United 
States, shall be punished by a fine of 
not more than $10,000, or imprison- 
ment for not more than 20 years, or 
both." 

Under the authority of the censor- 
ship law every one of the 5^,509 post- 
masters, every one of the 34,479 city 
letter carriers, every one of the 43,399 
rural mail earners, is a censor. Under 
the preliminary rulings of the post- 
office department, each of this army 
of 133,387 postal service employes 
has original jurisdiction to withhold 
from the mails matter deemed by him 
to be nonmailable. 

Matter of a character not easily 
classified may be held by local post- 
masters and a sample sent to the 
postoffice department at Washington, 
where the mailability or nonmail- 
ability is determined by the office of 
the solicitor of the postoffice depart- 
ment, the solicitor's office having 
been authorized by Postmaster Gen- 
eral Burleson to enforce the censor- 
ship law. 



Who Did The Starting? 



By WILLIAM BROSS LLOYD. 

NOTE. — William Bross Lloyd, a Socialist, is 
a minority stockholder on The Chicago Tri- 
bune, the world's greatest jingo. Lloyd's edi- 
torial influence is limited, however, to an oc- 
casional contribution to the "Open Forum". 
That is where the following contribution ap- 
peared. "W. G. N." stands for "World's 
Greatest Newspaper", a name The Tribune 
has graciously given unto itself. Lloyd 
writes as follows : 

The Tribune editorially states, "It 
is impossible to believe that the coun- 
try ... is reluctant to go thru what 
(the war) has been started." I find 
the unconscious phrasing very signi- 
ficant — not what it (the country) 
started, but what has been started is 
the phrase. Cannot the W. G. N. tell 
who did the starting? That would be 
the scoop that would be heard round 
the world. 

Others do not find such belief im- 
possible. Others seem to find it easy 
to believe that the American people 
have been betrayed into war against 
their wishes. That the American peo- 
ple are against the war is shown by 
the enlistment figures, the claim of 
exemption percentage, and the lack of 
popular support of the Liberty (so- 
called) loan. 

It is confirmed by the claim of the 
New Republic that the war was start- 
ed by the intellectuals'; by the Charles- 
ton (S. C.) American's statement the 
people are against it. One of the 
largest owners of one of our largest 
and most successful newspapers told 
me that only Wall street and Society 
were for the war. My personal con- 
versations, including those with many 
of exceptional opportunity of gather- 
ing information, lead me to believe 
the people have been, are, and Will be 
overwhelmingly against this war, 
tho as to bonds, at least, "no govern- 
ment necessity was ever so fully ex- 
plained to the people." 

The matter is clinched by the state- 
ments of Mason and Britten on the 
floor of congress that not only were 
the people overwhelmingly against 
the war, but that 75 per cent of the 
congressmen voting for the war did 
so thru pressure and against their 
convictions. And cannot th» most 
casual observer see the most auto- 
cratic, anti-democratic concentration 
of power going on which the most 
autocratic countries have not dared 
to ask for, and the same sort of ef- 
forts to drive the people and smother 
their will and its expression? Must 
the United States as well as the rest 
of the world be made "Safe for 
Democracy" ? 

The Tribune suggests our war pur- 
poses and objects be defined; also, 
that "High principles will be general- 
ly indorsed," but if Americans are 
told constantly that they have no ma- 
terial interests in ihg., war, their en- 
thusiasm (?) wiff cool. Another 
chance for a scoop. What material 
interests and whose are we in the 
war to benefit? Can it be that the 
answer lies in the next column to the 
right, where it is stated that coal 
and steel prices have increased 400 
per cent since 1913 ? I challenge The 
Tribune to show any material or any 
other sort of interest in thi3 war on 
the part of nine-tenths of the people. 

On the streets of Boston, July 1st, 
1917, British troops charged and dis- 
persed American patriots of peace, 
seized the stars and stripes, and 
trampled beneath their feet the flag 
of Bunker Hill. 



Let Us Stop This 

American capitalists have made bil- 
lions out of tiie war — and they are 
about to make billions more. Listen 
to the Comptroller of the Treasury: 

Reserves of cash in all banks break 
all previous records by at least a 
hundred million dollars. 

The resources of all banks have in- 
creased, since 1914 by $8,000,000,000, 
an amount exceeding the total depo- 
sits of all banks in Great Britain and 
Ireland. 

For the past two years the produc- 
tion or wealth has been at the rate 
of more than $40,000,000,000 per an- 
num. "Since the outbreak of the war 
in Europe students of the situation 
tell us that this country has created 
about $100,000,000,000 of new wealth, 
and that the surplus earning? of the 
American people, over and beyond 
their living expenses, for- this period 
have exceeded! twenty billion dollars. 
Much of this accumulated wealth, 
produced by over 40,000,000 intelligent 
workers, has been reinvested in mills 
and factories." 

It is believed that the investible 
earnings or profits of the citizens of 
the United States are now increasing 
at the rate of $2,000,000,000 every 
three months." 

These figures are facts. Among 
other things, they mean that in three 
years the 40,000,000 "intelligent 
workers" have produced a surplus of 
twenty billions of dollars of wealth, 
or $500 apiece. Have they got it? 

Among other things, these figures 
mean that those who control wealth, 
those who take the surplus value 
created by labor, are making more 
money than before. 

It so happens that the class which 
is taking this wealth is the same 
class that is selling to the workers 
the goods that the workers produce, 
so that theirs is a double profit. 

As the war goes on this process 
will increase. Unless something stops 
it. Socialism will do it. 



"I am enclosing- a list of sobs which I 
secured in a few hours working as 
registrar for recruits in the army that 
makes war on war", writes Pat Lough- 
ran, Arizona. "The American Socialist Is 
the only paper that truly expresses the 
will and sentiment of the best America* 
citizens. He sends 31 names. 

Carpenters and common laborers should 
stay away from Emmett, Idaho, writes a 
comrade who sends in 12 names. 

With" a list of 17 subs, W. A. Finley, 
Vermont, writes : "This is about our 
best method of making Socialists, but we 
will have to go some to beat the capital- 
ists making socialists these days." 

Dr. T. Dayton Meguire, of Cincinnati, 
writes in with a list of 14 subscriptions: 
"Some one forced your paper npon me a 
few months ago, and from an annoyed 
indifference then I have transmigrated 
into a longing enthusiasm now, for each 
week's issue. May you have a million be- 
fore the year rolls around." 

"I will not leave the paper any time, 
so long as I live," writes John Westlund, 
Minnesota. "It is so much a part of my 
life, I am afraid the loss would shorten 
it. You have my heartfelt thanks for 
your grand and noble flght for right and 
justice." 



John M. Work's pamphlet 
'WHERE YOU GET OFF" 
Will Help You Do It. 

10c per copy — 75c per dozen 
$4.50? per 100 

Order now from the 
National Office Socialist Party 
803 W. Madison St., Chicago, 111. 



A GERMAN DESERTER'S WAR 
EXPERIENCE. 

Revelations of Real Conditions in 
the German Army — Frightful and 
True. Four Editions Already Ex 
hausted. 

Price $1.00. 
National Office Socialist Party. 
803 W. Madison St, Chicago, 111. 



"You are surely putting out a fine 
paper, and I wouRTnot be without it for 
double the price", writes J. W. Lee, of 
Banning, Pa. "I spent two nights in jail 
for circulating that petition, but send 
me more anyhow." 

"I want to congratulate The American 
Socialist staff on the great work they 
are doing. I enclose a list of 26 subs", 
writes F. G. Bauman, Pennsylvania. 

J. S. Kidneigh, Colo., writes: "That 
article by Irwin St. John Tucker 'Why 
You Should Fight' is about as clever a 
piece of propaganda as 1 ever read." He 
sends in 11 subs to help bring down the 
high cost of living. 

"Everybody you meet is dissatisfied 
with the 'He Kept Us Out Of War' pro- 
paganda", writes F. C. Mitchell, Edin- 
burgh, Ind. He sends 22 subs. 



The Socialists 
And The War 

A documentary presentation of 
the attitude of the Socialist Party 
since the outbreak of the Great 
War, August 1914. 

By Alexander Trachtenberg, Di- 
rector, Department of Labor Re- 
search, Rand School of ISocial 
Science. 

With an exhaustive introduction 
by Morris Hillquit. 

A pamphlet of the hour Full 

of authoritative material on the 
true Socialist position toward war 
and militarism..*.. The best in- 
strument to counteract the slander 
of the Party by the foes of So- 
cialism Should be placed in 

the hands of every citizen. 
Order copies from the 

RAND BOOK STORE 

140 EAST 19th STREET, 
New York City. 

1 copy 15 cents 

10 copies $1.00 

50 copies $3.50 

100 copies $6.00 



The Law as a Training for Efficiency. 

Lawyers — and their families — constitute one-half of one percent of the 
population of this country. They constitute 58 per cent of the 
members of Congress, and they dominate all the state legislatures. Man 
for man, the lawyer has 1,200 times as many chances as the farmer has of 
becoming a member of Congress; thirty times as many chances as the 
banker, and ten times as many as the editor. 

What is the reason for this startling fact? There is a well-known 
prejudice in this country against lawyers as a class; and yet, in spite of 
this prejudice, the law-trained men dominate every branch of public life 
today. Why ? 

Because the study of law gives a mental drill, a cultural training, an 
insight into the details of social organization such as can be obtained in 
no other way. The law-trained man has schooled his mind, sharpened his 
wits, developed his reasoning faculties. He has acquired an understanding 
of life as it is. 

All social organization — indeed, all life — is based on law of some kind; 
and the man who understands the law upon which any system of society, is' 
based is better fitted than any one else can possibly be, to succeed under 
that systain. 

Moreover, if all social organization is based on law, then the best train- 
ing for those who wish to bring about a better system, is a knowledge of 
the law as it is and a knowledge of the law as it ought to be. The People's 
College Course in Law fulfills both of these requirements. It gives the law 
as it is; it helps you to see for yourself what the law ought to oe. 

A training in law will not only equip you better for life under the 
capitalist system; but it will multiply one-hundred-fold your value in the 
great struggle for industrial democracy. 

You can get this legal training at home by correspondence during your 
spare time. 

The correspondence method of teaching law is a success. This is not a 
mere theory — it is a demonstrated fact. Our students are passing splendid 
bar examinations. We have a Combination Course which includes training 
in English and in Public Speaking, as well as in law. Our free booklet, 
"The Law and the People," tells you all about our courses and about our 
students — what they are doing, and what you can do. 

Do not say you cannot learn law by correspondence. Investigate be- 
fore you decide. The People's College was organized for the purpose of 
bringing this opportunity to you. Upon enrolment, you receive a fourteen- 
volume law library. The course covers three years, and lectures, letters 
and special explanations are sent weekly. Only your spare time required. 
Easy monthly payments. Upon completion of the Course, you receive a 
diploma and the degree of LL.B. 

Write us today for our catalog, and prepare yourself to become a 
factor in the great Working-Class Movement. Address THE PEOPLE'S 
COLLEGE, Fort Scott, Kansas. 



The New Freedom 



By WOODROW WILSON 
President of The United States. 

NOTE. — We take great pleasure, in this crisis confronting 
the American people, in republishing the accompanying extracts ! -" lY i pm j« f l nnpT1 fnrp*» for secret tmrooses 
from Chapter III, of Woodrow Wilson's book. "The New Free- ! SpienQiU, open lorce IOr secrei purposes.. 



self to the carrying out of great causes. Only -the 
man who uses organization to promote private pur- 
poses is a boss. Always distinguish between a 
political leader and a boss. I honor the man who 
makes the organization of a great party strong and 
thoro, in order to use it for public service. But he 
is not a boss. A boss is a man who uses this 



dom". In later issues we shall have other extracts to present 
to our readers. \ 

THERE are two theories of government that 
have been contending with each other ever 
since government began. One of them is the 
theory which in America is associated with the name 
of a very great man, Alexander Hamilton. A great 
man, but, in my judgment, not a great American. 
He did not think in terms of American life. Hamil- 
ton believed that the only, people who could under- 
stand government, and therefore the only people 
who were qualified to conduct it, were the men who 
had the biggest financial stake in the commercial 
and industrial enterprises of the country. 

That theory, tho few have now the hardihood to 
profess it openly, has been the working theory upon 
which our government has lately been conducted. 
It is astonishing how persistent it is. It is amazing 
how quickly the political party which had Lincoln 
for its first leader, — Lincoln, who not only denied, 
but in his 6wn person so completely disproved the 
aristocratic theory, — it is amazing how quickly that 
party, founded on faith in the people, forgot the 



ONE OF the worst features of the boss system is 
this fact, that it works secretly. I would a great 
deal rather live under a king whom I should at 
least know, than under a boss whom I don't know. 
A boss is a much more formidable master than a 
king, because a king is an obvious master, whereas 
the hands of the boss are always where you least 
expect «them. to be. 

Applause From Russians 

OMEN Suffragists in Washington have been 
arrested wholesale for picketing the White 
House, armed with banners on which were 
conspiciously written quotations from President Wil- 
son's speeches. 

Russian Envoy Commends Women. 
The following letter was sent by Inspector ,N. A. 
Bessaraboff of the Russian commission to Miss 
Alice Paul of the Congressional Women Suffrage 
Union. It refers to the tearing of the women's ban- 



„ T . , , - , - ,,„!„„,• ners by the crowd earlier this week; 

precept* of Lincoln and fell under the delusion that J ^ Una p n „i 



Miss Alice Paul. 
My dear:— I have just read about the deplorable 
incident near the white house. 

"From all my heart and soul I am proud of the 
courage of American women, who so boldly demand 
real liberty and democracy. 

"I pray all good forces in the world to give you 
the courage to stay unshaken, to find in high ideals 
unlimited forces of joy, helping you not to fall 
down spiritually. 

"I am proud of Miss Burns and Mrs. Lewis, who 
stood so courageously despite the angry crowd. 

"In Russia different kinds of oppressors did the 
very same thing as American police do now. Yet 
real liberty was won and there are no forces on the 
earth which could disprove humanity from it. 
"With deepest respect and admiration, 

"N. A. BESSARABOFF, 
"Junior inspector of artillery, Russian commission." 
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Concerning Coal 

Coal operators robbed the people of 650 million 
dollars last winter thru exorbitant prices, according 
to testimony taken at a goyernment hearing in 
Washington, June 27 and 28. 

W. S. Boyle of Chicago told the senate committee 
that coal operators are "entitled to make all they 
can." 

, Charles M. Moderwell of Chicago, told the com- 
mittee that 400 per cent increases in the price of 
coal over last year were justifiable because coal 
operators, "being only human" had taken advantage 
of war demands to raise prices, and "received the 
benefits of the situation." 

Secretary of the Interior, Franklin K. Lane, ap- 
pealed to the coal operators not to coin the blood 
of the boys who are sent to France into dollars. The 
room rocked to their applause; and when the 
secretary had left, the coal committee proceeded to 
fix a price for coal which Secretary of War Baker 
and Secretary of the Navy Daniels promptly 
denounced as "extortionate and excessive." They 
did this for the sole reason that they thought they 
could get away with it. 

Can you blame them? As long as this nation 
permits its coal supply to remain in the possession 
of men who live by gambling in the lives of the 
nation — who is to blame? 

Until the nation declares that all natural resources 
belong to all the people, we will have no right to 
complain of this annual robbery, nor any shadow 
of cause to blame those whom we have begged on 
bended knee to rob us. 



the "masses" needed the guardianship of "men of 
affairs." * 

For indeed, if you stop to think about it, nothing 
could be a greater departure from original Amer- 
icanism, from faith in the ability of a confident, 
resourceful, and independent people, than the dis- 
couraging doctrine that somebody has got to provide 
prosperity for the rest of us. 

* * * * 

AND yet that is exactly the doctrine on which 
the government of the United States has been con- 
ducted lately. Who have been consulted when im- 
portant measures of government, like tariff acts, 
and currency acts, and railroad acts, were under 
consideration? The people whom the taritf chiefly 
affects, the people for whom the currency is sup- 
posed to exist, 4-he people who pay the duties and 
ride on the railroads? Oh, no! What do they know 
about such matters! The gentlemen whose ideas 
have been sought are the big manufacturers, the 
bankers, and the heads of the great railroad com- 
binations. The masters of the government of the 
United States are the combined capitalists and 
manufacturers of the United States. It is written 
over every intimate page of the records of Con- 
gress, it is written all thru the history of confer- 
ences at the White House, that the suggestions of 
economic policy in this country have come from one 
source, not from many sources. The benevolent 
guardians, the kind-hearted trustees who have taken 
the troubles of government off our hands, have be- 
come so conspicuous that almost anybody can write 
out a list of them. They have become so conspicuous 
that their names are mentioned upon almost every 
political platform. The men who have undertaken 
the interesting job of taking care of us do not 
force us to requite them with anonymously directed 
gratitude. We know them by name. » 

Suppose you go to Washington and try to get at 
your government. You will always find that while 
you are politely listened to, the men really consulted 
are the men who have the biggest stake, — the big 
bankers, the big manufacturers, the big masters of 
commerce, the heads of railroad corporations and 
of steamship corporations. I have no objection to 
these men being consulted, because they also, tho 
they do not themselves seem to admit it, are part 
of the people of the United States. But I do veryi 
seriously object to these gentlemen being CHIEFLY 
consulted, and particularly to their being exclusive- 
ly consulted, for, if the government of the United 
States did do the right thing by the people of the 
United States, it has got to do it directly and not 
thru the intermediation of these gentlemen. Every 
time- it has come to a critical question these gentle- 
men have been yielded to, and their demands have 
been treated as the demands that should be followed 
as a matter of course. 

THE government of the United States at present 
is a foster-child of the special interests. It is not 
allowed to have a will of its own. It is told at every 
move;, "Don't do that; you will interfere with our 
prosperity." And when we ask, "Where is our pros- 
perity lodged?" a certain group of gentlemen say, 
"With us." The government of the United States 
in recent years has not been administered by the 
common people of the United States. You know just 
as well as I do, — it is not an indictment against 
anybody, it is a mere statement of the facts, — that 
the people have stood outside and looked on at their 
own government and that all they have had to deter- 
mine in past years has been which crowd they would 
look on at; whether they would, look on at this little 
group who had managed to get the control of af 
fairs in its hands. Have you ever heard, for example, 
of any hearing before any great committee of the 
Congress in which the people of the country as a 
whole were represented, except it may be by the 
Congressmen themselves? The men who appear at 
those meetings in order to argue for or against a 
schedule in the tariff, for this measure or against 
that measure, are men who represent special in- 
terests. They may represent them very honestly, 
they may intend no wrong to their fellow-citizens, 
but they are speaking from the point of view always 
of a small portion of the population. 

THE WAY TO RESUME IS TO RESUME. 

ONE OF the wonderful things about America, 
to my mind, is this: that for more than a 
generation it has allowed itself to be governed 
by persons who were not invited to govern it. A 
singular thing about the people of the United States 
is their almost infinite patience, their willingness 
to stand quietly by and see things done which they 
have voted against and do not want done, and yet 
never lay the hand of disorder upon any arrange- 
ment of government. 

There is hardly a part of the United States where 
r.ien are not aware that secret private purposes and 
interests have been running the government. They 
have been running it thru the agency of those inter- 
esting persons whom we call political "bosses". A | without interference by the" military the old fear of | anc [ shelter ' 
boss is not so much a politician as the business "militarism" must rise again. i \xt:^^,4-. 'tea 

agent in politics of the special interests. The boss. If will be well for the country if yesterday's out- I 
is not a partisan; he is auite above politics! He»| ra( r e ^ promptly disavowed ' and as promptly pun- | WOUld die. 

has an understanding with the boss of the other | j K hed. Free America will not stand much of German j Without food, clothing and shelter in 
party, so that, whether it is heads or tails, we lose, i style military autocracy in its democratic army. | abundance, and obtained with reasonable 

* * 1 ease, it is impossible for them to improve 

oitizonvy; they w, .r, Sad t^S^JSK | avail themselv.es of the higher 

part of the whole number of those who have i things OI llfp. 

chosen to fi'/ht for their country. But it may not be j Food, clothing and shelter are therefore 
out of pla^e to Fvgjrest to the government that, if 
(his is thf r' Ti-pt " of so many men that further riot? 
ft re 1hrer?<?r.ed. > ;« best for the cause of peace at 
'•erne to h>;. 4 Jo these troops to France where they 
, , . :oay fight for their lives against an armed foe with- 
,n secret, OU | any - ,-p S v e i-ixne for bullying innocent woraer 



I Sorry Day In Boston 

(From The Boston Journal) 

A deep disgrace to Boston and a sorry stain to 
the American uniform — that is a mild judgment of 
the rioting yesterday in our streets and in that 
historic park dedicated to the cause of Liberty. 

A parade of civilian men and women within their 
rights and within the law was attacked by Amer- 
ican soldiers and sailors. Innocent citizens were 
injured, private property was destroyed. The free 
streets and the public park were taken in possession 
by the uniformed men, and the rights of the civilian 
were denied. 

And this in Boston, U. S. A. — and in a year 
when the nation has been urged to give its blood 
to "make the world safe for democracy"! 



X-RAYS 

By JOHN M. WORK. 

CORRESPONDENT, whotee inquiry 
evidently grows out of the East St. 
Louis riot, wants to know if economic deter- 
minism explains the actions^ of individuals 
or those of classes. 

He says, "I believe the term may be used 
to explain the reason for one's becoming a 
highly paid strike breaker, or it may be used 
to justify the actions o£ subdivisions of the 
working class in making a separate peace 
with the employer." 

* * * * 

IN COMMON conversation, when a person 
has evidently been governed by his financial 
interest, it is often said that it was a case 
of economic determinism. 

But this "is a loose and inaccurate use of 
the expression. 

In a more correct sense, the term means 
that the mode of making a living is the 
main factor in determinirig the nature of 
social institutions, the course of events, and 
the character and opinions of the people. 

A given individual may or may not be gov- 
erned by his financial interest. He may be 
governed by his financial interest at one time 
and not at another. 

But when it comes to society as a whole, 
whilie the economic factor is not the only one, 
it nevertheless affords the chief explanation 
of* both the course and the structure of sor 
ciety. 

* * * * 

THERE is a very good reason for this. 
Let me illustrate. 

At a social gathering in a certain small 
town one evening the young people were 
telling 'hair-raising ghost stories. The girls 
congratulate themselves on the fact that 
they did not have to go home alone, for they 
said they wouldn't dare to. 

But, one young woman made fun of their 
fears and stoutly maintained that she was 
not afraid of spooks. To test her courage a 
young man offerss^w a silver dollar if she 
would go alone to a newly made grave in the 
cemetery near by and return. 
She accepted the challenge. 
It was decided that she should take a table 
fork with her and stick it into the grave to 
prove that she hah really gone there. She 
took the fork and departed. The rest of the 
young people enjoyed themselves by indulg- 
ing in many yokes about the creepy time 
she would have in earning that dollar. 

But their v merriment was brought to a 
sudden end by a blood-curdling shriek from 
the direction of the cemetery. 

They ran to -the rescue and found the 
young woman iying across the newly made 
graVe ih a dead ''-Saint. When they had car- 
ried her to the house and brought her 
around again, she told them with terror in 
her tones that when she stuck the fork into 
the grave, something like a hand came out 
of it and seized her skirt; so she screamed 
and fainted. 

Then the youth who had lifted her from 



But, since they cannot live without these 
things, they simply have to yield to economie 
conditions in order to exist. 

The result is, beyond all possibility of 
doubt, that the main course of society is 
molded and fashioned by economic condi- 
tions. 

BUT what of it? 
Just this. 

It enables us to understand the past. 

It enables us to understand the present. 

It enables us to forecast the main outlines 
of the future. 

This economic law, this natural law, en- 
ables us to understand the causes of thou- 
sands of historical events which have hither- 
to looked as if they just happened to happen. 

We now know that the events occuring 
in society are chiefly caused by the prevail- 
ing economic conditions. 

This gives us the key to history. 

It just hangs up an electric light over his- 
tory and illlumines it. 

It also enables us tp understand how we 
got into the perplexing economic and polit- 
ical dilemma in which we now find ourselves. 
It, enables us to understand the war. It en- 
ables us to understand social phenomena. 
For example, leaving the motives of the in- 
dividual strike breaker out of consideration, 
it thoroly explains strike breaking as an in- 
stitution. 

There are vast numbers of people who are 
utterly bewildered by the great economic di- 
lemma of the day. 

They ' cannot understand how it happens 
that we have widespread poverty in the 
midst of plenty, when it did not use to be so 
in this countiy. 

They cannot understand why the people 
are now divided into classes when there did 
not use to be any clear and distinct class 
lines in this country. 

They cannot understand why a few egre- 
giously rich men now own the vast bulk of 
the wealth, when it was not formerly so in 
this country. 

They are bewildered. 

They cannot see why these things are so. 

But the man who understands the econ- 
omic urge is not perplexed. 

He knows that these things are simply 
the natural . outcome of economic develop- 
ment — the development of hand tools, own- 
ed by individuals, into great machinery, 
owned by gigantic corporations, and operat- 
ed by wage workers who receive a fraction 
of the value of their labor and yield up the 
rest to the employers for a chance to work. 
* * * * 

HE KNOWS, too, that it is to the interest 
of the workers to get the full value of tlieir 
labor. 

He knows that this law urges them on to 
get it. 
But how? 

There is only one way. 
By the collective ownership and control of 
the industries. 
And that is Socialism. 



The Socialists, a political party existing by law, 
were having one of their customary parades. With 
the American flag they carried their usual banners, 
bearing their party inscriptions. 

And then along comes a gang of ruffians, dressed 
in the proudest regalia of the United States, and 
attacks the persons and the liberties of the paraders, 
including both men and women. 

In Park Square, under the shadow of Abraham 

Lincoln's statute, a second gang breaks into and j the grave explained that she had run the 

plunders the Socialist headquarters, burning ; fork thru tne hem of her dregs and p i nne d 
furniture and fittings in the street. ; , . ,i -;, », j ? 

The United States uniform lent a hand to break- nersell to tne ground I 
ing, entering and larceny — in broad daylight, in a i * * * * 

public square of one of the most populous cities in j now — as soon as your hair has had time 
the country. * * » * i to settle— I want to call your attention to 

The scores of soldiers and sailors who took part ! the fact that all men, women and children 

in this brutal outburst have insulted their service, I are pinned to the earth. 

their uniforms and the flag they so cheaply pretend- They are pinned 10 the earth with SOme- 
ed to "honor." By executive order of the President t u in _ f haf nn t <, ft f flT1 o-ihlp that vnn ran 
they should be searched out and disciplined, and no thing tljat IS not So tanglDie tnat you can 
citizen who is awake to the value of citizenship Seize hold OI it like a tork. 
rights will rest until such an order has been issued, i But it is something infinitely more power- 



ful. 



The two receive contributions for the same sources, j 
and they spend those contributions for the same ; 
purposes. 

* * * * I 

BOSSES are men who have worked their way by | 
secret methods to the place of power they occupy: ! 
men Avho were never elected to anything; men who | 
were not asked by the people to conduct thr> . 
government, and who are very much more power ful 
than if you had asked them so long a? you !e?ve 
them where they are; behind closed door? 



Incidentally no single misfortune in all the coun 

try in these troublous times has done as much as I tVipv arP ninnpd to the parth bv thpir 
this will do to harden the hearts of the already I 1 ney are pinnea to ine eartn Dy tneir 

numerous skeptics against our war for democracy. '< physical needs. 

If peaceful citizens cannot pursue their orderly way j They literally must have food, clothing 

d shelter. ' 

Without- food, clothing and shelter, they 



the 



Grpwth Of Socialism. 

Charles the Fifth once said that the sun 
never set on his empire. "We Socialists 
may apply these words to our movement, and 
say that the sun never sets % on the countries 
in which our banner floats." 

With these words the eloquent Belgian 
deputy, Emile Vandervelde, opened the In- 
ternational Socialist Congress, held in Stutt- 
gart in 1907. It was not an empty boast. 
The Socialist movement is as wide as the 
world. In Europe its power is felt alike in 
the highly civilized central and northern 
countries, in once autocratic Russia, in 
apathetic Spani and in the backward Balkan 
kingdoms. It has invaded the Celestial em- 
pire, Persia and Japan; Transvaal and the 
Australian colonies; the South American 
republics and the Dominion of Canada. The 
United States is fast becoming a stronghold 
of the new doctrine. 

The gospel of Socialism is preached in 
more than sixty tongues. Its creed is ac- 
cepted by thirty million persons. 

A movement of such magnitude and uni- 
versality could not spring up without a 
cause, or continue without 'a mission. To 
scoff at it is futile. To ignore it is folly, It 
must be faced. It should be understood. 

And Socialism can be understood very 
readily. Despite all assertions to the con- 
trary, the mainsprings of the movement 
are quite obvious, its philosophy is exceed- 
ingly simple and its program is very definite. 



conference. They are not politicians; they have no ! ^ £j re( j laborers 

policies, — except concealed policies cf private ag- ', '2 

grandizement. A boss isn't a leader of a party. ' 

Parties do not meet in back rooms; parties do not. j Wit?'' Ant A Til Rliccidnc 

make arrangements which do not get into the! If BU umB III Illl»3lan» 

newspapers. Parties, if you reckon them by voting j The Socialists of America, the pioneer of 

strength are great masses of men who '.because • industr jal democracy in one of the oldest 
thev cant vote anv other ticket, vote the ticket ur . j t_ i. j • -i j 

that was prepared for them by the aforesaid ar- Public, sends its hearty good Wishes and 
rangement in the aforesaid back room in accordance j fraternal greetings to the representatives of 

with the aforesaid understanding. A bosr is the '; Free Russia' now in the United States. 

manipulator of a "machine." A "machine" is that | We hope that the Russian people will lead 

part of a political organization which has been taken! , f » , ,. j. ± j 

out of the hands of the rank and file of the party, j the wor . ld , from despotism to true democracy, 
captured by half a dozen men. It is the part that industrial as well as SOCial and political. 

has ceased to be political and has become an agency I The Socialist workers of America welcome 

for the purposes of unscrupulous business. 

Do not lay up the sins of this kind of business to 
po'-'tica? organizations. Organization is legitimate, 
is necessary, is even distinguished, when it lends it- 



the people of Russia to the great inter- 
national brotherhood of the working people 
— striving for liberty and bread. 



of first importance. 

Take notice that I do not say that they are 
of greatest importance. 

They- are not of greatest importance. 
| Mental, moral and spiritual things are of 
! greatest importance. 

But food, clothing and shelter are of first 
importance. First in point of time. We 
literally have to get them before we can 
accomplish anything else. 

* * * * 

THE fact that food, clothing and shelter j 
are 'absolutely necessary to sustain human 
life is the reason why economic conditions 
are the dominent factor in shaping institu- 
tions, the course of events, and the character 
and opinions of the people. 

If human beings could live without food, 
clothing and shelter, economic conditions 
would probably cut mighty little figure. 



With Our Money 

The food barons are getting generous with oar 
money. 

J. C-gden Armour, Chicago's hog butcher, has 
turned over to his daughter 13 acres of land in Chi- 
cago valued at between $200,000 and $300,000. 

Edward A. Cudahy, another of our multi- 
millionaire butchers, has turned over to his daughter 
about $70,000 worth of Chicago real estate, not to 
mention the price of the mansion that will be built 
upon it. 

This wealth comes out of the hunger of the Amer- 
ican people paying extortionate prices for food. It 
is our money out of our pockets. 

We can only hope that "Hog" Armour and "Beef" 
Cudahy will not boost the price of the meat again to 
get back their coin lavished on their daughters, bv 
stealing more fronr us. 

But don't expect anything else as long as the 
private ownership of food continues. The masses 
of the people, any time they choose, can make a 
present to themselves of cheaper and better food, if 
they will but socialize the production and distribu- 
tion of the things we eat. 

Let us hand ourselves that present now. 



Protest To President Wilson 

Against Many Lawless Assaults 

.The Socialist Party national executive 
committee, at its meeting just held in Chi- 
cago, with reports still coming from Boston, 
Mass., of the lawless assaults by soldiers and 
sailors upon the Socialist parade and head- 
quarters in that city, forwarded a protest to 
President Wilson as follows : 

Chicago, 111., July 6, 1917. 
Hon. Woodrow Wilson, 

President of the United States, j 
Washington, D. C. j 

Sir:— The National Office of the Socialist j 
Party has received complaints from many j 
parts of the country of lawless assaults upon j 
the rights, liberties and persons of citizens, j 
committed by soldiers and sailors. j 

Organized bands of men wearing the uni- ! 
form of the United States have systemati- j 
cally disturbed and broken up public meet- j 
ings lawfully assembled and peacefully con- | 
ducted; they have made numerous domicil- j 
iary searches and arrests without warrant I 
or accusation and without a shadow of legal j 
authority; they have invaded homes and I 
ransacked private offices; they have destroy- 
ed property and insulted and maltreated men, 
women and children. They have wantonly, 
boisterously and defiantly trampled upon all 
constitutional rights and liberties, and altho 
these atrocities have been going on for many 
weeks and are growing more shameless and | 
revolting from day to day, they have met J 
with no effective check or rebuke from the j 
civil or military authorities. I 

We are told that our country has been im- j 
pelled to take up arms largely because of j 
our indignation over the atrocities committed j 
by German troops in hostile countries, yet | 
we are asked to tolerate similar atrocities ? 
committed by our own soldiers on our own ! 
soil before a shot has been exchanged be- \ 
t ween our troops and the enemy. j 

We are told that we are in the war "to I 
make the world safe for democracy", vet j 
we are expected to allow all civil law and S 
order to be superseded by a reign of lawless j 
and unprincipled military terrorism in our | 
own country at the very outset of the 
crusade. j 

The National Executive Committee of the j 

Socialist Party calls upon you, Mr. President, | 

as the Commander in Chief of the Army and j 

Navy and as the responsible custodian of the ) 

rights and liberties guaranteed to the people ! 
of the United States by the Constitution, to 

command an immediate halt to this un- I 

speakable national disgrace. ( 

The Socialist Party of the United States ! 

has always conducted its work by peaceful I 

and law-abiding methods, which are the only | 

effective and admissible methods in a gov- I 

ernment based on freedom of press, speech, j 

assembly and the person. ' ' 

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
SOCIALIST PARTY, 

Victor L. Berger, 
Morris Hillquit, 
Anna A. Maley, 
John M. Work, 
National Executive Secretary. 

Adolph Cermer. 



Let Us Have The Truth 

By VICTOR A. OLANDER. 
Secretary-Treasurer, Illinois Federation of Labor. 

Press dispatches say Negro Equal Rights League 
of Boston charges trade unionists with responsibility 
tor East St. Louis riots. Any such charge is vicious- 
ly untrue. It was the East St. Louis central body, 
including locals having negroes in membership, that 
requested the investigation of disorders by State 
Council of Defense in May. That investigation show- 
ed that southern negroes had been misled by false 
advertisements and unscrupulous employment agents 
to come to East St. Louis in such numbers that they 
could not secure either work nor decent living quar- 
ters. The effect was to make acute the exploitation 
of labor, both negro and white, and to seriously dis- 
arrange social as well as economic conditions, and 
to arouse bitterness on all sides. The Chamber of 
Commerce was urged by one of its own officers, weeks 
ago, to use its influence against the campaign of mis- 
representation and false promises responsible for 
the influx, but the chamber took no action. It is 
shocking to me that such organizations as the al- 
leged Negro Equal Rights league have little or noth- 
ing to say about the fraud practiced against negroes 
by unscrupulous employing interests, that such as- 
sociations remain discreetly silent while southern 
negroes were cheated into leaving their homes for 
northern cities and towns already overcrowded, ex- 
hibit no concern regarding the miserable living and 
working conditions which many of the negroes are 
forced to endure under such circumstances, and offer 
no protest against the vicious exploitation of labor 
thru which blacks and whites suffer alike. The Illi- 
nois trade union movement is striving to organize the 
workers of both races, many of our local unions have 
negro members, some exclusively, and negro dele- 
gates attend our conventions and central bodies, but 
I have not learned of a single instance here where 
such associations as the Negro Equal Rights league 
have aided or encouraged negro workers to join to- 
gether for the purpose of self-help in trade unions, 
to prevent exploitation, to secure recognition of 
economic rights, to obtain improvements in working 
conditions, shorter hours or better wages. On behalf 
of the Illinois State Federation of Labor, and its en- 
tire membership of both races, I protest against the 
rank injustice of the charge alleged to have been 
made by the league, and I characterize that charge as 
unqualifiedly false and untrue. 



"Daniel Hoan, Socialist Mayor of Milwaukee, has 
been working constantly since the beginning of the 
strike at the factory of David Adler & Sons to bring 
about a settlement satisfactory to the organization," 
says "The Advance," official organ of the Amal- 
gamated Clothing Workers. You will never find a 
democrat, or republican city official working con- 
stantly to settle a strike on behalf of the workers. 
They are always on the other side. 



i 



Majority Report Adopted 

It is now possible to give the result of the refer- 
endum on the anti-war proclamation, commonly 
known as the "Majoritv Report", adopted at the St. 
Louis Convention of the Socialist Party in -April. 

The preamble of the "Majority Report" was adopt- 
ed by a vote of 21,639 in favor and a bare 2,752 
against. 

The vote on the various planks in the programs 
of the majority and minority reports varied. 

The vote on the different sections of the majority 
program went from 21,000 to 23,000; while that 
on the minority report varied from 2,800 to 4,700. 

The party stands more united today than at »n-' 
time in its history. United it will move forward t 
achieve great things. 



